Abn jihadr Stniggle must intensify 

AMMAN (R) — The deputy commander of Yasser Arafat’s 
Fateh movement said Sunday that Palestinian commandos must 
give priority to striking at the Israeli enemy in occupied Arab 
lands. Khali] Al Wazir, (Abu Jihad), spoke after arriving in 
- Amman after an absence of more than six months. He was among 
thousands of commandos evacuated with Mr. Arafat from the 
North Lebanese port of Tripoli last month. Abu Jihad told Reu- 
ters that the next step would be to strengthen the political pre- 
sence of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) in both 
Arab and international arenas. Fateh is the PLO's main military 
grouping. ‘‘One of the most important duties of the Palestinian 
•revolution in the coming phase is the escalation of armed struggle 
by every means against Israeli occupation,*’ he said. 



France, Saudis sign major arms deal 

PARIS (R) — France has signed an important arms deal with 
Saudi Arabia, according to the French Defence Ministry and the 
state-owned firm of Thomson-CSF which said Sunday it was 
providing electronic defence systems as part of the agreement. 
Few details of the deal were available. The Defence Ministry 
issued a communique saying Defence Minister Charles Hemu and 
Saudi Vice-Minister Prince Abdul Rahman Ibn Abdul Aziz sig- 
ned an agreement “for the provision of military material." A 
spokesman for Thomson-CSF. which produces high technology 
electronic equipment and radar defence systems, said: 
“Thomson-CSF will be responsible for providing electronic def- 
ence systems which form an essential part of the project." “All 1 
can say is that it is a very important deal. Anything else musr come 
from the customer state." he added. 
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Hussein receives 
more cables 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Sunday received 
more cables from Arab leaders 
congratulating him on his rec- 
overy. Cables came from Sultan 
Qaboos of Oman. President Jaa- 
far Numeiri of Sudan, Kuwaiti 
Prime Minister and Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sa’d A1 Abdullah A1 
Sabah. Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan 
A1 Nahayan of the United Arab 
Emirates and Prince Turki Ibn 
Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia, the 
Jordanian News Agency. Petra, 
said. 

Jerusalem monastery 
attacked 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R| 
— A hand grenade exploded at 
the Russian Orthodox monastery 
in Jerusalem’s ‘Ein Kerera quarter 
Sunday. Israel Radio reported. 
There were no injuries. The gre- 
nade evidently was attached to a 
door at the Gorni Monastery in 
the city s western section and exp- 
loded when a nun opened the 
door. In recent months there have 
been a growing number of attacks 
on Christian and Muslim religious 
institutions in the Jerusalem area, 
and police say extremist Jewish 
groups are responsible for the att- 
acks. 

Trudeau awaits 
Chinese premier 


OTTAWA (Rj — Canadian 
Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau 
will be keen to push his plan for a 
conference of the world’s five nuc- 
lear powers when Chinese Pre- 
mier Zhao Ziyang arrives for a 
week-long visit Monday. Can- 
adian officials say. Mr.- Trudeau, 
launched on a one-man peace cru- 
sade. has crisscrossed the globe 
seeking support for such a con- 
ference. the cornerstone of his 
disarmament campaign. He has 
already visited Peking to discuss 
his peace initiative bur received 
only conditional support from the 
Chinese leadership. 

Iranian newspaper 
warns Britain 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran's ruling Isl- 
amic Republican Party (IRP) 
newspaper Sunday attacked Bri- 
tain as “a senile hyena of col- 
onialism" and warned the British 
government to stay out of Middle 
East affairs. An editorial in the 
daily Islamic Republic slammed 
the “rotten notions” of British 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey 
Howe, who visited Egypt. Saudi 
Arabia and Syria last week. 

Pakistan applies for 
satellite position 

KARACHI (A.P.) — Pakistan 
has applied for the reservation of 
two satellite positions on the equ- 
atorial orbit. 23.U00 miles above 
the earth, for a proposed com- 
munication satellite, government 
officials said Sunday. The app- 
lication was made last year to the 
International Frequency Reg- 
istration Board, a branch of the 
International Telecommunication 
Union. According to the gov- 
ernment’s tentative schedule, the 
Pakistani communication satellite 
will be placed on the equatorial 
orbit in 19SS. to be followed by a 
back-up satellite later. 
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King to address 
Parliament today 


By Elm NasaraDah and P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff writers 

AMMAN — The Lower House of Parliament 
meets in an ordinary session today, Monday, 
signalling the restoration of parliamentary 
life to Jordan after an absence of nearly a 
decade. His Majesty King Hussein is exp- 
ected to deliver a speech from the throne to a 
joint audience of the Upper and Lower Hou- 
ses of Parliament, outlining Jordan’s str- 
ategy towards the region’s conflicts and the 


Palestine problem. 

The Upper House of Par- 
liament (Senate) consists of 30 
representatives nominated by the 
King, while the 60-member 
Lower House, of which 1 4 seats 
are vacant at present, is made up 
of equal number of deputies from 
the East and West Banks. 

A Royal Decree issued last 
week appointed the then chief of 
the Royal Court Ahmad A1 
Lawzi. as Senate speaker, and 
Kamel ‘Ureikau speaker of the 
Lower House, has indicated in 
inability to continue his duties due 
to ill-health and has submitted his 
resignation, heralding a heated 
campaign by various deputies to 
fill his post. The major contenders 
to the post are Riad A1 Mifleh. 
Akef AI Fayez and Abdul Wahab 
AI Majali: TKB Housi vmrelecr- 
the new speaker during Monday's 
session. 

Of the current 14 vacant seats in 
the Lower House, six represent 
West Bank constituencies. The 
House, which met in an ext- 
raordinary session last Monday, 
approved amendments to the 
Constitution allowing for by- 
elections to be held in two months 
for the eight vacant East Bank- 
seats and nominations for the six 
seats representing West Bank 


constituencies. 

Eighteen people from the East 
Bank have already expressed their 
intention to contest in the ele- 
ctions. They are: 

Mr. Marwan Al Humud. Mr. 
Mohammad Daoud. Mr. Sultan 
Al Adwan. Dr. Mohammad Al 
Adwan. Mr. Aghab Abu Rum- 
man. Mr. Mohammad. Al Mas- 
soud. Mr. Abdul Karim Al Faour. 
Mr. Jamal Abu Baker. Mr. Fayez 
Al Masalha. Dr. Adnan Al Bak- 
hii. Mr. Shaer AlTaleb. Mr. Nas- 
eel Al Abed Al Hussein. Sheikh 
Amin Al KilanL Dr. Rajai Mua- 
sher. Dr. Jamal AJ Shaer. Dr. 
Fahd Al Azar, Mr. Samir Kawar. 
and Mr. Farid Al Akroush. 

For the six West Bank con- 
stituencies- 25 people are_rep- 
'ortecTto Have expressed their des- 
ire to. be nominated. They are: 

Ram all ah; Mr. Bashar Al Far- 
ouqi. Dr. Hathem Al Rimawi. Mr. 
Mohammad AI Barhouti. Mr. 
Maher Abu Ghaibiyeh. Mr. Abd- 
ulrahim AI Majdoubeh. Mr. Zaki 
AI Masri. Dr. Musa Abu Ghosh. 
Mr. Abdul Sal am Al Ammouri 
and Mr. Kamel Moheiddin. 

Nablus: Mr. Hani Abu Hijelh. 
Mr. Hashem Saleh and Mr. 
Ahmad Al Oteibi. 

Jenin: Dr. Mattar Awad. Mr. 


Abdulrahim Jarar. Mr. Hass an 
Ibrahim. Mr. Fayyad Jarar and 
Mr. Bassam Abdul Hadi. 

Bethlehem: Mr. Ribhi Mustafa. 
Mr. Mohammad Asakreh. Mr.. 
Ahmad Dweibh and Mr. Moh- 
ammad Dweib. 

Jerusalem: Mr. Daoud Sul- 
eiman. Dr. Mohammad Abd 
Rabbo Badawi. Mr. Rashid 'Ure- 
ikat and Mr. AJi Al Ghoul. 

Al the outset of Monday’s ses- 
sion Senate members will take the 
constitutional oath and both hou- 
ses will hear the relevant Royal 
Decrees calling the Lower House 
to an ordinary session, and Mr. 

‘ Ureikat's letter of resignation will 
be presented to the Lower House. 

Also, both houses, in separate 
sessions, will appoint their res- 
pective Legal. Financial. Foreign 
Affairs and Administrative com- 
mittees and name deputiesto form 
a team to prepare a reply to the 
King' s speech. 

■The King’s speech is widely 
expected to cover domestic and 
external affairs, with particular 
reference to joint Jordanian- 
Paiestinian action towards a pea- 
ceful solution to the Middle East 
conflict and the Palestine pro- 
blem. 

The King directed the new cab- 
inet of Mr. Ahmad 'Obeidat. 
which was formed also last week 
following the resignation of Mr. 
Mudar Badran’s government sub- 
sequent to the recall of par- 
liament to pursue the dialogue 
.with the- Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) on joint pol- 
itical moves in Middle East peace 
efforts. The King’s directives also 
covered various domestic and ext- 
ernal issues as well. 

Prime Minister ‘Obeidat is exp- 
ected. either Monday or Tuesday, 
to announce the new gov- 
ernment's policies in a statement 
to parliament seeking a vote of 
confidence, in accordance with a 
decision taken by the new cabinet 
which held its first session last 
week. 


U.S. warships retaliate as Marines 
come under fire at Beirut airport 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — U.S. navy 
warships opened up at artillery 
positions on the hills east of Beirut 
Sunday after the U.S. Marine enc-- 
ampment at Beirut Interiiational 
Airport came under artillery and 
mortar fire that set a fuel depot on 
fire, state-run Beirut Radio rep- 
orted. 

The radio said the fuel depot set 
ablaze belonged to the American 
contingent in Beirut, but there was 
no confirmation of that report or 
that the U.S. navy had fired from 
either the American Marines or 
U.S. embassy in Beirut. 

The chairman of Middle East 
Airlines, Lebanon’s national car^ 
rier. denied that a passenger plane 
at the tarmac had been hit by mac- 
hine gun and artillery fire. 

' Salim Salam said in an interview 
broadcast live by Beirut Radio 
that an aircraft wasparked close to 
the Marines’ fuel depot, but it sus- 
tained no direct hits. He said sev- 
eral shells and volleys of heavy 
machine gun fire struck the airport 


tarmac and runways forcing the 
closure of the facility, but there 
were no reports of casualties. 

Mr. Salam said he hoped the 
closure of the international airport 
would be “a temporary measure 
and will reopen tonight or Mon- 
day if the security situation per- 
mits." 

It was the first time that the U.S. 
navy fired against artillery pos- 
itions in Lebanon since Dec. IS 
when the guided missile cruiser 
Ttconderoga and the destroyer 
Tattnall opened fire at anti- 
aircraft positions that had fired at 
U.S. military flights over Leb- 
anon’s central mountains. 

Beirut Radio did not say which 
ships were involved in the firing 
Sunday. 

It was also the first time the Bei- 
rut airport was hit since Lebanon's 
warring factions declared the fac- 
ility a “neutral zone” in an agr- 
eement reached in Damascus last 
Dec. 16. 


Gunbattles had erupted bet- 
ween Lebanese army troops and 
Druze militiamen on the mou- 
ntain ridges overlooking Beirut 
and on the foothills east of the air- 
port an hour before the firing on 
the Marine base and airport 
began. 

Police sources said four civilians 
were wounded in the village of 
Kfarshima during the artillery, 
mortar and machine-gun exc- 
hanges. 

U.S. special Middle East envoy 
Donald Rumsfeld shuttled back 
from Israel just before the fighting 
around the airport escalated Sun- 
day. 

Mr. Rumsfeld held talks in Syria 
and Israel last week in a bid to 
break the deadlock in a Saudi- 
mediated security plan to separate 
the warring factions in Lebanon. 

U.S. has limited options against 
‘Iranian’ attacks in Lebanon, page 
4 


Opposition issues stern 
warning to Gandhi party 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s main 
opposition leaders lashed out 
Sunday at Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi's ruling Congress (I) 
Party, accusing it of a violent cam- 
paign to topple opposition-run 
state governments. 

Leaders of 20 national and reg- 
ional opposition groups attending 
a three-day conference in Calcutta 
adopted a resolution charging 
Mrs. Gandhi's party with lau- 
nching a concerted attack on 
opposition-dominated states. 

“It is necessary to warn... that 
any further efforts to topple 

democratically-elected gov- 
ernments headed by non-- 
Congress (I) parties will be res- 
isted with the united might of the 
Indian people." . the resolution 
said. 


It said that in the southern state 
of Karnataka, Congress (1) had 
used bribery to buy legislators, an 
apparent reference to a local pol- 
itician's recent charge that he had 
been offered 200.000 rupees 
(S20.tK)(i) to defect from the 
state's ruling Janatha Party to 
Congress (I). 

"In Jammu and Kashmir, ‘ope- 
ration topple’ has assumed a dan- 
gerous turn, with the minions of 
Congress (1} Parry continuing to 
indulge in all kinds of she- 
nanigans. including instigation of 
violence to destabilise the 

democratically-elected gov- 
ernment,” the resolution added. 

National elections must be held 
by January next year when Mrs. 
Gandhi’s term of office expires. 


Storms claim 
more lives 
in Britain 

LONDON (R) — Violent storms 
which have been banering Britain 
for the last four days claimed four 
more lives Sunday, taking the 
death toll to at least 13. 

In northwest England three 
climbers died and three were ser- 
iously injured when they were 
swept off a high mountain ridge in 
a blizzard, and in Bristol a young 
motorcyclist died when he ski- 
dded in ice and slush into onc- 
oming traffic. 

Off the North Sea coast hope 
was fading for five seamen aboard 
a Belgian trawler which missing 
since Friday. 

An air and sea search was scaled 
down Sunday as a coastguard spo- 
kesman admitted: “It would be a 
miracle to find them alive." 



ARBOR DAY CELEBRATED: Her Majesty Queen Noor and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hass an Sunday plant 
trees marking nation-wide Arbor Day celebrations ( See story on page 3) 


Attacks in S. Lebanon Reagan to urge Kremlin 
wound 6 Israel soldiers to better relations 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Israeli 
soldiers were attacked by hand 
grenades and light arms fire in 
four southern Lebanese towns 
Sunday and eyewitnesses said six 
were wounded. 

The military command in Tel 
Aviv denied there were any cas- 
ualties. But local reporters based 
in southern Lebanon quoted wit- 
nesses as saying six bleeding Isr- 
aeli soldiers were seen being air- 
lifted by two helicopters from the 
southern entrance to the village of 
Mumeirieh ne3r the southern 
Lebanese market town of Nab- 
atiyeh. 12 kilometres north of the 
Israeli border. 

The witnesses said the Israelis 
were in two jeeps when gunmen 
attacked with grenades and mac- 
hine gun fire. 

Israeli troops rushed to the 
scene, sealed off the area and 
began shooting randomly as they 
searched for the attackers, the 
reporters said in telephone calls to 
Beirut. 

Two hand grenades were hurled 
at an Israeli army patrol in the 
coastal city of Sidon and a roa- 
dside bomb exploded near Nab- 
atiyeh as an army vehicle passed. 


reporters said. 

Israeli troops were also rep- 
orted to have stepped up security 
measures around the border vil- 
lage of Marjayoun where Maj. 
Saad Haddad, leader of an 
Israeli-backed militia, was to be 
buried Monday. 

Maj. Haddad. 4S. died of cancer 
Saturday. He deserted the Leb- 
anese army during the .1975-76 
civil war and formed his own mil- 
itia which was armed, financed 
and trained by Israel. 

Two Israeli trucks came under 
light arms fire near the former Isr- 
aeli prison camp of Ansar in South 
Lebanon. 

Israelis protest 

Meanwhile. Israelis opposed to 
their nation's continuing occ- 
upation of Lebanon Sunday dem- 
onstrated in front of Prime Min- 
ister Yitzhak Shamir’s office. 

The demonstration was the lat- 
est in a series of protests organised 
by members of Kibbutz collective 
settlements. 

‘Haddad’s death unlikely to cha- 
nge events,’ page 2 


WASHINGTON |Rt — President 
Reagan will Monday urge the 
Kremlin to return to suspended 
arms control talks and join him in 
efforts to. improve strained U.S.- 
Soviet relations, a senior adm- 
inistration official said Sunday. 

Mr. Reagan, in a speech which 
comes shortly before a meeting of 
U.S. and Soviet foreign ministers 
in Stockholm this week, will also 
defend his efforts to strengthen 
U.S. strategic forces, saying they 
are a guarantee for world peace 
and stability, the official said. 

The speech is to be delivered to 
an audience of congressmen and 
administration officials . in the 
While House East Room at 1500 
GMT. less than two months after 
the Kremlin walked out of three 
separate arms control neg- 
otiations in Geneva and Vienna. 

The tone of the speech will con- 
trast sharply with Mr. Reagan's 
previous anti-communist rhetoric, 
including a statement last spring 
that the Soviet Union is the “focus 
of evil ." 

The administration official said 
Mr. Reagan's main theme would 
be a willingness to pursue “a rea- 
listic and constructive dialogue 


with the Soviet Union... and a sta- 
ble. beneficial, relationship” while 
strengthening the U.S. nuclear 
deterrent. 

He said Mr. Reagan would state 
in his speech: “ Neither we nor the 
Soviet Union can wish away the 
differences between our two soc- 
ieties and philosphies but we sho- 
uld always remember that we do 
have common interests and the 
foremost among them is to avoid 
war and reduce the level of arras." 

Relations between Washington 
and Moscow came under heavy 
strain when a Soviet jet shot down 
a South Korean airliner in Soviet 
air space in September. 

In November, the Kremlin wal- 
ked out of talks on limiting 
medium-range nuclear missiles in 
Europe when Mr. Reagan began 
to deploy Pershing-2 and cruise 
missiles on the continent. 

Moscow also suspended str- 
ategic arms reduction talks 
(START* and talks on reducing 
conventional forces in Europe. 

The administration is giving 
heavy advance publicity to Mr. 
Reagan’s speech, to be delivered 
two weeks before he announces 
whether he will run for re-election. 


Detente faces crucial test at Stockholm 


Shultz meets 
British leaders 

LONDON (Ri — U.S. Secretary 
of State George Shultz met British 
leaders Sunday when he stopped 
in London on the way to a Sto- 
ckholm disarmament conference 
where he will meet Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko. 

U.S. officials said Mr. Shultz 
would exchange views with British 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher on the Gromyko meeting 
and consult with her and Foreign 
Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe on 
other matters of mutual interest. 

Sir Geoffrey was expected to 
brief Mr. Shultz on his visits to 
Cairo. Riyadh and Damascus last 
week and particularly on his 90- 
minute meeting with Syrian Pre- 
sident Hafez Ai Assad. ' 


STOCKHOLM (Rl — The slate 
of East-West relations will be put 
to the test at disarmament talks in 
Stockholm this week, with slim 
prospects of a U.S.-Soviet thaw. 

U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz and Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister Andrei Gromyko arrive 
Monday for Tuesday's opening of 
a 35-nation conference on red-' 
ucing war risks in Europe. 

They are due to hold talks on 
Wednesday, their first since last 
September, which should indicate 
how far the superpowers are ready 
to mend fences after four months 
of bitter mutual recrimination 
over nuclear missiles and other 
issues. 

But U.S. officials said Soviet 
statements indicated little hope of 
a breakthrough on resuming Gen- 


eva talks on medium-range nuc- 
lear missiles which Moscow sus- 
. pended last November after new 
U.S. missiles arrived in Western 
Europe at the start of a five-year 
NATO deployment plan. 

Mr. Gromyko starts a series of 
talks with Western ministers 
Monday, meeting External Rel- 
ations Minister Claude Cheysson 
of France, current chairman of the 
10-nation European Community. 

Mr. Shultz and Mr. Gromyko 
are due to meet Swedish Prime 
Minister Olof Palme, and NATO 
ministers will co-ordinate con- 
ference strategy in the evening. 

The conference is the first gat- 
hering of ministers and officials 
from NATO, the Warsaw Pact 
and European neutral nations 
since the dose in Madrid last Sep- 


tember of its parent forum, the 
European security conference. 

Although nuclear missiles are 
the main East- West issue, they do 
not figure in the mandate of the 
conference. The first stage will be 
devoted to tightening measures to 
prevent surprise attacks and acc- 
idental conventional war in Eur- 
ope. 

But broader issues are certain to 
be raised in conference speeches 
and in bilateral talks which will set 
the tone for future nuclear arms 
control prospects. 

Western officials are expecting 
tough, wide-ranging speeches 
from Mr. Gromyko and other 
Warsaw Pad delegates. 

“We can expect a softening-up 
barrage of artillery from the East 
in the opening days." one said. 


‘Kidnapped’ 

SCHWAEBISCH GMUEND. 
West Germany (R) — West Ger- 
man police questioned a U.S. sol- 
dier from a nuclear base Sunday 
who was found asleep in a barn 30 
hours after he telephoned his wife 
to say he had been kidnapped and 
threatened with death. 

The disappearance of 21 - 
year-old Lance-Corporal Liam 
Fowler, stationed at the Sch- 
waebisch Gmuend nuclear missile 
base, sparked a large police sea- 
rch. Extra detectives were drafted 
in and a special investigating team 
set up. 

But a farmer’s wife found Corp. 
Fowler early Sunday morning 
huddled under curtain material in 
a bam at Miesbach, Bavaria. 23U 


soldier found asleep in Bavarian barn 


kilometres from the base. She ale- 
rted police and the man was ide- 
ntified shortly after arrival in hos- 
pital. 

“He was suffering from exp- 
osure and helpless at first... he is 
beingquestioned in hospital about 
the incident but we have no fur- 
ther details." a police spokesman 
said. 

Corp. Fowler belongs to the 
56th Field Artillery, believed to 
be the first unit equipped with new 
high-speed Pershing-2 medium- 
range nuclear missiles in West 
Germany. 

Corp. Fowler telephoned his 
wife twice Saturday, saying he had , 
been ambushed in his car and was 
being held by six West Germans 


who threatened to kill him if U.S. 
media did not publish criticisms of 
NATO arms policy within 72 
hours, police said. 

Stuttgart police chief Hans- 
Peter Sturm said Saturday the 
U.S. soldier could have been kid- 
napped by militant opponents of 
NATO deployment of new U.S. 
missiles in West Germany. “We 
must always reckon with the 
worst." he added. 

The West German government 
announced late last month that the 
first of an expected 108 high- 
speed Pershing-2s had been dep- 
loyed in West Germany. The 
move followed months of anti- 
nuclear protests in key cities and 


protest blockades of U.S. bases, 
including Schwaebisch Gmuend. 

Corp. Fowler, based in West 
Germany since 1 9X 1 . had spoken 
only with his wife by telephone. 
Police said they had had no direct 
contact with the U.S. soldier or 
with any kidnappers. 

A police spokesman said Sat- 
urday night he believed Corp. 
Fowler had been kidnapped and 
added, in reply to questions: "We 
have no reason to believe this is 
any son of game." 

A U.S. military spokesman ref- 
used to speculate on the nature of 
the incident and said he knew only 
what the West German police had 
told him. 
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Foreign ministers clear 
way for Islamic summit 


RABAT (R) — Islamic foreign ministers 
have cleared the way for Monday’s Cas- 
ablanca summit by agreeing on a Middle 
East draft resolution criticising President 
Reagan’s peace plan. 


At the end. of a three-day pre- 
paratory meeting for the Org- 
. an i sat ion of Islamic Conference 
,(OIC’ fourth summit, the min- 
isters Saturday said the Reagan 
■ plan was incompatible with ihe 
.rights of Palestinians, as it denied 
them the chance of creating their 
own independent state. 

.. The Middle East text is pan of 
•. one of three major rcsol utions the 
Fourth Islamic Summit is due to 
adopt. The other two deal with 
Afghanistan and the Iran-lraq 
war. O/C Secretary General 
Habib Chaiii told a news con- 
- ference. 

Iran is boycotting the Rabat and 
. Casablanca meetings, accusing the 


OIC and Morocco’s King Hassan 
of being biased in Iraq’s favour. 

A draft resolution adopted by 
the foreign ministers here urged 
both sides to end military ope- 
rations and puli back their troops 
to the international borders. 

The summit is expected to rev- 
ive an Islamic peace mission that 
will make another attempt at med- 
iating between Tehran and Bag- 
hdad. conference sources said. 

On Afghanistan. Mr. Chatti 
said the ministers adopted a draft 
resolution calling for an end to the 
Soviet military intervention and 
the withdrawal of all foreign tro- 
ops. 

Syria. Libya and South Yemen 


made reservations, conference 
sources said. 

But the major issue facing the 
summit is whether or not to rea- 
dmit Egypt, which was suspended 
from the organisation in 1 y7w for 
having signed a separate peace 
treaty with Israel, the sources said. 

Mr. Chatti said the issue was not 
on the foreign ministers' meeting 
agenda and was not discussed by 
them. But the heads of state could 
raise any subject even if it was not 
on the agenda. 

Saudi Arabia and other mod- 
erate states, as well as a number 
of Asian countries, are in favour of 
Egypt's readmission. 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar is expected here 
Sunday. He will make a speech at 
the summit's opening session and 
might have separate meetings with 
Turkish President Kenen Evren 
and the head of the Turkish Cyp- 
riot community. Rauf Denktash. 
to discuss the Cyprus issue, dip- 
lomatic sources said. 


‘Haddad’s death unlikely to change events’ 


BEIRUT (Rl — The death of 
Israeli-backed militia commander 
Saad Haddad. Israel's most rel- 
iable ally in South Lebanon, is unl- 
ikely to have much effect on the 
bourse of events there. Lebanese 
■military sources said Sunday. 

■’ They noted that Major Had- 
dad’s "Army of Free Lebanon" 
■has operated normally since ill 
.-health forced Maj. Haddad to 
.hand over temporary command to 
his deputy. Sharbel Barakat. in 
October. 

Maj. Haddad, who died of can- 
cer in his southern hometown of 
Marjayoun Saturday, was com- 
pletely dependent on Israeli sup- 
port and had little political weight 
outside his original zone of inf- 
luence along Israel's northern 
border, they said. 

The “Army of Free Lebanon" 
has not yet appointed a successor 
to Maj. Haddad, though Israeli 
television said Saturday night that 
under the Lebanese-lsraeli troop 
withdrawal agreement signed last 
May 17 Col. Elias Khalil would 
eventually head the militia and 
incorporate it into the Lebanese 
army. 

thfc,Ub5i*ie$e ^nny^pqkesn^ j 
Saturday dpnipd.,tfaftre „was .any. 1 
such agreement on Col. Khalil, a* 1 
regular army officer who -served 
with Maj. Haddad in the I96U& 
before the “Army of Free Leb- 
anon" broke with the army com- 
mand in Beirut. 


Under the May 17 agreement 
"the existing local units" — its 
term for Maj. Haddad's militia — 
would join auxiliary army units 
and serve with regular Lebanese 
.army troops in a 4.3uu-slrong 
"territorial brigade." 

. The agreement has never been 
ratified by Lebanon and is now at 
the centre of a dispute between 
the Lebanese government and its 
right-wing Christian allies on the 
one hand and Syria and its Leb- 
anese allies on the other. 

If Israel withdrew from the 
south unilaterally, the Lebanese 
government would try to send in 
regular array units without coo- 
rdinating the move with Maj. 
Haddad’s border militia, the Leb- 
anese military sources said. 

If the Lebanese army failed to 
deploy in time, other forces in the 
South would probably be strong 
enough to drive the “Array of 
Free Lebanon" back to the border 
strip. Western military experts 
said. 

Maj. Haddad's militia has fewer 
than 1 .110(1 fighting men and has 
failed to make much political imp- 
act in those parts of the south into 
Which h. expanded' after ' Israel’s 
June I tffti'rrtvasion. 

In a statement published : in the 
independent- Beirut daily-^AJ 
Nahar Sunday, the "Army of Free 
Lebanon" said Maj. Haddad's 
body would lie in state at a youth 
club in Marjayoun Sunday while 


his family and militia colleagues 
received condolences. 

The funeral procession Monday 
will start from Maj. Haddad 1 s mil- 
itary headquarters. Marjayoun 
Barracks, and end at the Greek 
Catholic Church of St. Peter in the 
town, it added. 

The "Army of Free Lebanon" 
would observe seven days’ mou- 
rning and flags would fly at half- 
mast at all their barracks, it said. 

Maj. Haddad's death was wid- 
ely regretted by right-wing Chr- 
istian leaders in Beirut. The gov- 
ernment and leftist and Muslim 
groups made no statements. 

Former President Camille 
Chamoun. head of the right-wing 
“Lebanese Front” said Maj. Had- 
dad was a noble officer whose 
death was a grave loss to the nat- 
ion. “He leaves a great vacuum 
which we will have real trouble in 
filling." he added. 

Pierre Gemayel. father of Pre- 
sident Amin Gemayel and fou- 
nder of the right-wing Falangist 
Party, described the late major as 
an honourable and patriotic off- 
icer who was not to blame for the 
course he had followed. 

Maj. Haddad received a dis- 
honourable discharge from thejj 
array after he declared' ind-jii 
ependence for his border strip in 
1 97H but 1 0 days before he died 
Lebanon's State Consultative 
Council ruled that the array sho- 
uld reinstate him. 


Arafat’s continued popularity raises doubts among rebels 


By Jonathan C- Randal 


DAMASCUS — The dissident 
Palestinians who forced Mr. Yas- 
ser Arafat out of Lebanon with 
Syrian assistance are asking the- 
mselves whether their rebellion 
was worthwhile. 

The rebellion’s military leader. 
Mohammed Said Musa, known as 
Abu Musa, is in titular control of 
all troops and barracks in Syria 
and Lebanon belonging to Al- 
Fateh. the divided group that once 
made up X5 per cent of the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation's 
(PLOj forces. 

Nimr Saleh, the former Fateh 
Central Committee member who 
led the political fight against Mr. 
Arafat, is in charge of the Fateh 
offices in Syria and Lebanon and 
implicitly exercises dominion over 
the PLO's activities in both cou- 
ntries. 

Yet their mood appears to be 
one of confusion, uncertainty and. 
at times, near-despair. Loyalist 
Palestinian officials who went 
over to the rebellion now feel so 
ill-at-ease even with foreigners 
they have known for years that 
■they agree to speak only on the 
condition that they not be ide- 
ntified or quoted. 

Their main problem, they con- 
cede. is that they are largely des- 
pised by rank-and-file Pal- 
estinians , who see them as Syrian 
tools. 

Demonstrations organised by 
the dissidents in the Yarmouk 


Refugee Camp in Damascus have 
backfired, with poor turnouts and 
even some Palestinians braring 
the ire of Syrian security men to 
shout their loyalty to Mr. Arafat. 

In public, the Fateh dissidents 
and their allies in Ahmed JibriTs 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine-General Command 
(PFLP-GC) repeatedly assert that 
Mr. Arafat's visit to Egypt Iasi 
month proves their contention of 
May 1982. when they rebelled, 
that Mr. Arafat's is a traitor. 

Most Palestinians were shocked 
by Mr. Arafat’s trip to the Arab 
country whose leaders signed a 
separate peace with Israel in 1 979. 
and which has been boycotted by 
other Arab countries and org- 
anisations ever since. Nev- 
ertheless. the rebels' assertions do 
not appear to have wide support. 

An hour spem in the Yarmouk 
camp talking lo women, youths 
and workers made it clear that 
most felt that had the rebellion not 
occurred, or had it been resolved 
before Syria expelled Mr. Arafat 
in June, he would not have found 
it politic to confer with Egypt's 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

These Palestinians have not 
forgotten Mr. Arafat's success in 
November in gaining the release 
of more than 5.000 prisoners held 
by Israel. 

To Palestinians who defend Mr. 
Arafat as “Mr. Palestine” and 
“the symbol of our struggle." 
there seems to be a realisation that 
even at his most infuriating and 


troubling, he still symbolises the 
sense of independence that has 
been the PLO’s most abiding ach- 
ievement of the past two decades. 

A neutral Palestinian analyst 
summed up the situation: “The 
dissidents saved Arafat in Tripoli” 
by appearing to be manipulated 
by Damascus, he said, adding: 
“Arafat saved them in Cairo by 
.justifying their dark predictions.” 

Had Mr. Arafat postponed his 
Cairo visit for a month, the dis- 
sidents would have withered away 
amid squabbiiog and rec- 
rimination. the analyst said. 

Even now. the dissidents' pos- 
ition seems uncomfortable. Their 
only programme remains their ins- 
istence on "liberating’’ all of Pal- 
estine. including Israel itself, by 
force. To many Palestinians, such 
talk smacks of adolescent non- 
sense. 

The rebels also have been una- 
ble to drum up any significant 
support, both among other Pal- 
estinian groups and int- 
ernationally. 

But the two most prominent 
commando organisations outside 
Fateh — George Habash’s Pop- 
ular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine and Nayef Hawatmeh’s 
Democratic Front for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine — are wav- 
ering. 

In private, their officials ind- 
icate that they have little use for 
the dissidents: 

But leaders of the two org- 
anisations are also profoundly dis- 


turbed by Mr. Arafat’s visit to 
Cairo. 

So far they have not taken sides, 
although Mr. Habash recently cal- 
led for Mr. Arafat’s resignation 
and called him a “Palestinian 
Sadat.” He was referring to 
Anwar Sadat the Egyptian pre- 
sident whose signing of the peace 
with Israel has been cited as a 
cause of his assassination in Oct- 
ober 1981. 

But despite rumblings within 
the Ill-member Fateh Central 
Committee, a loyalist body that 
alone is generally deemed capable 
of reining in Mr. Arafat, the PLO 
leader has maintained an aura of 
momentum visibly lacking among 
Palestinians in Syria. 

Mr. Arafat is helped by his suc- 
cess in maintaining his int- 
ernational prestige, especially 
among West European gov- 
ernments. and in playing off Egypt 
against his Saudi Arabian fin- 
ancial supporters and his potential 
Jordanian negotiating partners in 
talks about the future of the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank. . . 

For the time being. Mr. Arafat 
is keeping up the pressure on the 
dissidents, threatening to exclude 
them from the PLO at a session he 
wants to call next month of the 
Palestine National CounciL the 
equivalent of a parliament- 
in-exile. 

Mr. Arafat's supporters have 
already excluded Abu Musa and 
four other rebel Fateh officers, at 
a meeting this week in Tunis of the 


group's Revolutionary Council 
That group serves as an int- 
ermediary between Fateh’s Cen- 
tral Committee and it* mem- 
bership. 

About the only thing the dis- 
sidents and the Habash and Haw- 
atmeh factions share is a rel- 
utance, if not a refusal, to attend 
any such Arafat-engineered con- 
clave. 

The rebels say they arc con- 
fident they can block him. They 
contend that Mr. Arafat lacks the 
two-thirds of the 3S4 delegates 
required to call a council meeting, 
and note that Israel is said to have 
rejected Egypt’s plea that ISO 
delegates from the West Bank and 
Gaza be allowed to attend. 

Any such meeting held before 
tempers abate appears likely - to 
split the PLO irremediably' an 
outcome some Palestinian ana- 
lysts think Mr. Arafar would wel- 
come as a necessary step before he 
can negotiate meaningfully with 
Jordan. 

Such a prospect does not seem 
to have disturbed Syria, which 
appears to have little to show for 
driving Mr. Arafat out of Tripoli 
and into ihe arms of two of its 
main rivals. Egypt and Jordan. ' 

-Asked about the possibility of a 
lasting split in the PLO. a high- 
ranking Syrian Foreign Ministry 
official said he had been told. “We 
have two rival branches of the 
Ba’ath Party ruling in Syria and 
Iraq, so why not two PLOsT' — 
Washington Post. 


Iraq orders 
registration 
for military 
service 


70,000 Israeli workers go on strike 


TEL AVIV tR' — More than 
70.000 government employees 
went on strike Sunday as Israelis 
awaited publication of December 
cost-of-living figures expected to 
show that inflation in 1 9X3 was a 
record 1X0 per cent. 

Civil servants closed gov- 
ernment offices for two hours, 
hospital workers did not prepare 
meals and state radio broadcasts 
were restricted to hourly news bul- 
letins in the move to win com- 


pensation for wage erosion. 

Thousands of local council emp- 
loyees have not received their 
December wages. Clerks in the 
Interior and Social Welfare Min- 
istries have been staging go-slows 
to back demands for pay inc- 
reases. 

The Civil Servants* Union has 
said the S3<Hl monthly salary paid 
to state employees in low grades is 
unacceptable. 

The 2.U00 employees of the 


state-owned ' railroad and 4.50U 
postal workers also stayed away 
from work Sunday. Postal workers 
have said their salaries, which can 
be as little as 15.000 shekels 
(5130) a month, are the lowest 
paid to government employees. 

The Bureau of Statistics was 
due to announce later the Dec- 
ember increase in the consumer 
price index, which the Finance 
Ministry predicted would be 12 to 
15 per cent. 


BAGHDAD jRl — The Iraqi 
government Sunday ordered all 
ix-year-old males to register for 
military service as the official 
media predicted a new Iranian 
offensive. 

A government notice in the A1 
Iraq daily newspaper said all 
males bom in 1 966 were required 
to report to conscription offices by 
May 1. 

"The Iranian regime, rejecting 
all peace appeals and insisting on 
continuing the war. is now pre- 
paring for a new aggression on our 
borders." said the ruling Baath 

Baity newspaper. _ _ -- 

jj Jit did noi where~if expected' 
Tran, at wi* with Iraq since Sep- 
tember 19X0, to mount an off- 
ensive. but diplomats said Tehran 
was concentrating large numbers 
of troops along its southwestern 
border with Iraq. 

Iraq’s response to any new Ira- 
nian thrust would be a counter- 
attack aimed at putting “an end to 
the bloody aggressive regime in 
Tehran," the government new- 
spaper AJ Jumhuriya said. 

The ruling Baath Party organ. 
A1 Thawra. Sunday repeated pre- 
vious Iraqi threats to respond to 
any new offensive “by striking sel- 
ected Iranian targets, vital to 
Iran's interests.” 

Diplomats here said such war- 
nings could imply Baghdad* s int- 
ention to retaliate tty attacking 
Iran's main oil terminal at Kharg. 


Collapse of Chad talks adds to OAU’s troubles 


By Andrew HOI 

Reuter 


NAIROBI — Successive failures 
by the Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU; to solve the Wes- 
tern Sahara dispute and Chad's 
civil war could spell trouble for its 
20th anniversary summit in Gui- 
nea in June, diplomats said Sun- 
day. 

“It could be more of a wake 
than a party the way things are 
going.” commented one diplomat 
after attempts lo hold Chad peace 
talks in Addis Ababa last week 
were abandoned. 

The meeting's failure to start 
because of differences over pro- 
tocol followed a similar upset in 
Addijs Ababa last September 
when the OAU could not get 
.Morocco and gperriUas . gf {he Pol- . 
isarkrSahara Independence Mov- ■ 
"eraent to negotiate a ceasefire and 
a referendum in the Western Sah- 
ara. 

In the past two years the OAl : 
has nearly broken down because 
of rifts over Chad and the Western 
Sahara and it appears no nearer 
settling either problem, the dip- 
lomats said. 

African leaders see the summit 
as a milestone in modern African 
history and the session is expected 
to express concern over southern 
Africa, apartheid (racial seg- 
regation in South Africa}. Nam- 
ibia (South West Africa; and Afr- 
ica’s economic ills. 

Two attempts to hold the 1 9th 
summit in Libya in 19X2 failed to 
get a quorum because of opposing 
views by so-called progressives 
and moderates over the Western 


Sahara and Chad. 

The progressives back the Pol- 
isario and some support Chadian 
rebel leader Goukouni Oueddei. 

Diplomats said that unless there 
is progress on the Sahara dispute 
at least, the Guinea meeting could 
face the same fate. 

But they said the failures led to 
aspiritof compromise among Afr- 
ican leaders allowing the 19th 
summit to be held at its third att- 
empt m Addis Ababa last June. 

There should be a first ind- 
ication of the mood of African 
countries next month at the ann- 
ual OAU budgetary session, usu- 
ally attended by foreign ministers, 
in Addis Ababa. 

This meeting, which also fixes a 
summit date, has taken on rqore 
significance since a session in 1 9X2 
jai which the Polisario became .thfc. 
* O A U’s 5 1 st mem ber irr a disputed 
administrative move. 

A 1 5-raonlh-long crisis began 
which ended only when the Pol- 
isario decided not to attend the 
1 9th summit last June, clearing 
the way for its moderate opp- 
onents to attend. 

The Polisario’s self-styled Sah- 
aran Arab Democratic Republic 
(SADR; said its withdrawal app- 
lied only to the 19th summit and 
all eyes will be on the conference 
hall name plates in Addis Ababa 
next month to see if the SADR 
intends to take pan. - 

“Pm sure they will be there." 
one easr African foreign minister 
said privately at the weekend. 
."Their decision applied to the 
19th summit alone.” 

In what was seen as a trade-off 
by moderates to progressives for 


securing withdrawal of the Pol- 
isario, the June OAU summit 
“exhorted" Morocco to negotiate 
with the Polisario over the Wes- 
tern Sahara, a former Spanish col- 
ony ruled by Rabat, and hold a 
referendum on self-determination 
before the end of 19X3. 

But at a meeting in Addis 
Ababa last September. Morocco 
refused outright to talk to its adv- 
ersaries. who it says are 
Algerian-backed mercenaries, 
and the referendum was not held. 

This, the east African foreign 
minister said, would put the pro- 
gressive camp in a strong position 
to argue that the SADR should 
take part because Morocco defied 
the wishes of the OAU. 

The foreign minister, whose 
country supports the SADR, said 
many neutral "and 'moderate stiles' 
. would take part in talks attended 
by the SADR because of Mor- 
occan “intransigence". 

The SAOR is already rec- 
ognised by 28 states, six short of 
the required 34-nation quorum, 
but Polisario spokesmen are con- 
fident it will get the required num- 
ber of supporters. 

Diplomats said Morocco’s King 
Hassan might organise a ref-' 
erendum himself before May to 
head off his critics. 

But this would not please the 
Polisario because the O AL( called 
for a pofl under OAU and United 
Nations auspices. It could also 
create deep divisions in Guinea 
whose president. Ahmad Sekou 
Toure. is one of the king's sta- 
unchest supporters. 

The impact of the Chad crisis on 


the Guinea summit could depend 
as much on what happens on the 
battlefield between now and June 
as in the conference* halt, dip- 
lomats said. 

The arrival of 2.501/ French tro- 
ops there in July to back the 
pro-Western government- of His-' 
sene Habre has cut Chad into a 
rebel-held norfh'/and 
government-run centre and south. 

French President Franccnsltfrt- 
terrand is known to want to end 
the expensive French presence in 
Chad and Paris has already exp- 
ressed its disappointment at the 
collapse of last week's talks bet- 
ween Goukounfs rebels and the 
Chad government. ..... 

Mr. Habre refused to bow to 
French pressure to attend the 
talks, saying Mr. Goukouni had 
Jaeen given a welcome tantamo a rt 
to that afforded to a head of state. 
France could still put pressure an 
Mr. Habre. diplomats said, as any 
withdrawal of its troops could 
leave a vacuum for another sou- 
thward drive by_ Mr. Goukoum s 
rebels. 

Mr. Habre’ s government att- 
ended the 19th summit unc- 
ontested except by Libya. Mr. 
Goukounfs ally, but many OAU 
states feel a long-term solution to 
the seemingly endless civil war in 
Chad should be negotiated. - 

There is a growing feeling that 
the OAU should change. "Lt has 
no power to enforce its res- 
olutions. no mechanism for cen- 
sure. and the consensus on which 
it has existed for 20 years is cJeariy 
slipping away." a Western dip- 
lomat said. 
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EXHIBITION 

* “Orientalists" original paintings, at 
the Alia An Gallery. 

VIDEO 

* Video programme at 4:30 p.m. at the 
French Cultural Centre. 

MUSIC 

* Music programme at 7:30 at French 
Cultural Centre. 

VIDEO 

‘ Narrating ihe history of LISA at 4:00 
p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at American Centre. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .Tel. 661026/7 

• American Centre 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council .... 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute 41993' 

Sovfa Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre .......... 39777 

Haya Am Centre 665 1 95 

Hussein Youth City 667181 

Y.W.C-A. 41 7*3 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 36111 

University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 1 00 years old. Also mosaics 
from Mad aba and Jerash (4tii to I8lh 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. TcL 51760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has an 
excellent collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan, label A1 Oafa (Citadel Hill}. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m_ - 5 , 0 u p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.0 a_m. 
4.00 p.m." Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a col- 


lection of paintings, re ramies, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection of paintings by 1 9th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Loweibdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 
1 JO p.m. and 3JU pan. - 6.00 am. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (ftEUtary Museum): 
Coflection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Popular Life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
I5U year old hems such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9IKI a.m. - 5.U0 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 
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ormation department at the Queer i Alia 
International Airport teL (08) 53250. 
where it should always be verified. 
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every second aid fourth Wednesday at 
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Japanese yen (for 100) 
Kuwaiti dinar 

22/ 

160^ 
. 1270/ 
.. 66.8/ 

22.2 
161.2 
275 J 
67.u 
1082 
1U2.7 

Omani riyal 

1075' 

W22> 


106.5/ 

1U7 


..45.9/ 

46.2 


16R.2/ 

169.2 


57/ 

57.6 


101.6/ 

102.1 

U.K. sterling pound — 

528.3/ 

..374/ 

531 j 
376 

IV. German mart 

133.5/ 

134 2 


Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amman 44281-4 
Akileh Maternity. J. Amman - 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Malhas. J. Amman 3614<J 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171-4 

Sluneisani Hospital 66V131 

University Hospital ...... R 45 R 4 S 

J* AKhifa. J. Hussein 667158 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali ... 665292 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 5J|g 

Italian. Ai-Muhajreen 77101-3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 75111 

Army. Marka ^161 1 


ORBED 

Dr. Issam Hassan Al Saleh 74722 

A! Shamal pharmacy ( — j 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Mohammad Ya ghmoo r . ( — ) 

Andalus pharmacy (— ) 


general 


NIGHT DUTY 


St- Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. teL 24590. 

Church Of the A tum rfrtfo tt (Roman 

Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

Ife la Sde Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

Anglkaa Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 41559. 
Armenian CntfaoBc Church Ashrafieh, 
71331. 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:14 
06:37 
11:45 
I4JS 

16:56 
IS 


(Sunrise! Shurut} 

— - Dhuhr 

— ■ Asr 

— Maghreb 

Isha 



DEPARTURES 

" Cairo (Rj) 

oifc?0 ..." Beirut (Rjj 

J" 00 Aqaba j RJi 

07:40 - - Damascus, Paris (AFi 

J!* 00 Cairo (EA) 

- *--■•— Athens (OA) 

0830 Damascus, Geneva, Zurich (SR) 

if** Athens (RJi 

Haw Vienna. New York (Rj) 

J* 00 - London (RJ) 

“■IS — Geneva. Frankfurt (RJ) 

1 * 30 — IstanbnL Bucharest (Rj) 

1*00 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat 
(GF» 

— Cairo (RJ) 

- Moscow (SUl 

15.40 Kuwait (KAC) 

- Istanbul. Belgrade (JU) 

T — Medina, Jeddah l SV ) 

1&00 — Lisbon. Rio de Janeiro (IA) 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


lt win be partly cloudy to cloudy. Winds 
win be westerly moderate. Probably, 
there will be scattered showers in the 
northern part of the country. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


Low 1 high temperature in deg.C. 
Amman — 5*12 


Aqaba IU|8 

Deserts 2^14 

Jordan Valley IQ'17 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 12, Aqaba 18. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 60 per cent, Aqsiba 40 
per cenu 


AMMAN: 

Dr. ksa Abu Haider 


Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Ministry of Tourism 

Hotel com plaints 

Price complaints 

Telephone: 

Information ... 

Jordan and Middle EaS caHs " 

Overseas calls 

Cable or telegram 


_ 73111 
, 74111 
. 42311 
666412 
66 1176 


37123 Repair service 


MARKET PRICES 


Upperlawer price in 

Apple i Double Red) 

Apple (Golden) 

Apple (Starfcen) 

Apple (Smith) 

Apple floral) 


Banana fMnkammar) 


Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower (white) 

Cucumber (large! 

Cucumber (small) ... 

Dates 

Eggplant (large) 


Eggplant (small) 

figs 


fib per kg. 
.. 450 / 400 

- 4S0 > 400 
450 Mdu 

. 450 • 400 
. 220 ‘ 180 
. 270 / 220 

- 230 > 200 
330 1 300 

.. 60 ' 40 
140 '100 
. 90/ 70 

- 220 1 ISO 
.. 390 ' 350 
.180/150 

- 80/ 50 
-140/100 
.400/300 


Garfic 

Grapes (while) 

Grapes (black) Z 

Grapefruit 

Guava 

Lemon 

Marrow 
Marrow (small) 

Mallow 

Olives ................. 

Onion (dry) 

Okra 

Oranges ( Abu Smraj „ 
Orangss (Shaanaoutri . 
Fears 


Pepper (sweet) „..I 

Pepper i hot green ) 

Potatoes 


400/ 350 

. m .' 700 <600 
700/600 
.....I00/-M1 

400/300 

..-.130/100 

— 80./ 50 
..._ 130/100. 

160' W0 

350/200 

,— 150/120 
—. ISO /MW 
,— 250/200- 
,— m't 150 
.... 700 / 600 - 
-..280 '200 
.... 280/200 

— 170/140 
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hinese parliamentary 
team leaves for home 


AMMAN (retra) — A Chinese 
parliamentary delegation Sunday 
wound up a visit to Jordan and jeft 
for home. During the visit, the 
delegation members held talks 
with Prime Minister Ahmad 
‘Obeidat. Upper House of Par- 
liament Speaker Ahmad A1 Lawzi 
and other officials to review bil- 
ateral cooperation and discuss lat- 
est -Middle East developments. 

The delegation also visited eco- 
nomic and tourist centres in the 
country. 

In ,a pre-departure statement, 
the delegation leader. Wang Ran 


Zhong. reiterated China's total 
support for the Palestinian peo- 
ple's right to self determination. 

He also expressed his adm- 
iration for Jordan’s progress in all 
fields. 

“Undoubtedly King Hussein's 
visit to China has contributed to 
further bolstering relations and 
understanding between the two 
countries. Mr. Zhong said. 

The delegation was seen off by 
parliament members and China's 
Ambassador to Jordan Huang 
Shbrie. 


Sahab second phase 
contract award imminent 


AMMAN (J.T.; — The Jordan 
Industrial Estates Corporation 
(JIEC • will next week sign an agr- 
eement with an engineering firm 
for the preparation of feasibility 
studies, and designs of the second 
stage of the Sahab Industrial Est- 
ate (SIF.i. according to Dr. Fayez 
Suheimat. JIEC director. 

He said that work on the second 
stage will start early in 19X5. 

The first stage of the SIE has 


been completed and it will for- 
mally be opened in the spring. Mr. 
Suheimat said. 

He said that at least 37 ind- 
ustrial investors have pledged to 
start business enterprises in the 
new estate and at least 1 ( i factories 
have already started operations 
and actual production. 

The whole project is expected 
to be built on an area of 253 hec- 
tares. Mr. Fayez said. 


Talks focus on links 
with Qatar television 


AMMAN (Petra; — Jordan ian- 
Oarari cooperation in television 
affairs was discussed Sunday bet- 
ween Jordan Television Director 
Mohammad Kamal and Mane’ AJ 
Hajiri. director of Qatar Tel- 
evision. 

They discussed in particular the 
bilateral exchange of news, exp- 


ertise and feature programmes. 

Mr. Hajiri arrived in Amman 
Saturday accompanied bj r a senior 
aide to discuss with Mr. Kama! 
and other officials cooperation 
between Qatar and Jordan in tel- 
evision affairs. 

He is due to leave for Cairo 
Monday. 


Saudi fund director here 


AMMAN (Petra: - Deputy Dir- 
ector of the Saudi Fund for Dev- 
elopment's administration board 
Mohammad A1 Suqeir arrived 
here Sunday morning on an off- 
icial visit to Jordan, during which 


he will sign a loan agreement to 
support the vocational secondary 
schools project in Jordan. 

Sheikh Suqeir will meet a num- 
ber of officials, and visit projects 
which the fund helps to finance. 



Jordan marks Arbor Day 


By Anne ConnseH 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At leastll,000 tree and shrub saplings 
were planted in Jordan Sunday marking the official 
occasion of Arbor Day. 


Students from the University of Jordan Sunday help 
celebrate Arbor Day by planting tree saplings and 


.small shrubs in the Amman area (Photo by Yousef 
A1 ‘Allan) 


Seminar debates Arab monetary links 


AMMAN t Petra; — A three-day 
seminar on the scope of int- 
ernational monetary development 
and inter-Arab monetary co- 
operation in the 1980s. resumed 
its sessions Sunday and debated 
two research papers. 

The first paper, presented by 
the governor of the Central Bank 
of Jordan. Dr. Mohammad Sa'id 
A1 NabulsL dealt with promoting 
Arab monetary co-operation in 
the indirect financing of trade 
among Arab countries. 

The second paper was pre- 
sented by minister of Industry and 


Trade and Tourism. Dr. Jawad A1 
Anani. which dealt with the role of 
monetary co-operation in sup- 
porting the balances of payments 
in various Arab countries. 

In its evening session, the sem- 
* inar discussed a third paper pre- 
sented by Dr. Samir A1 Maqdisi 
from the American University of. 
Beirut and which dealt with the 
workings of Arab financial co- 
ordination in practice. 

The seminar Monday will hold a 


supporting Arab financial and 
monetary co-operation. 

Meanwhile delegations par- 
ticipating in the seminar Sunday 
visited the University of Jordan 
where they were briefed on its 
development and future plans. 

The seminar, which was ina- 
ugurated Saturday by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. is 
being organised by the Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF; in co- 


final working session to discuss a operation with the Arab Thought, 
paper on developing Arab fin- Forum (ATFj and the Central 
ancial markets with the purpose of Bank of Jordan. 


Sharif Zaid 
meets Bramall 


AMMAN (Petra) — Commander- 
in- Chief of Jordanian Armed For- 
ces Lt.-Gen. Sharif Zaid Ibn Sha- 
ker Sunday morning received 
Field Marshal Sir. Edwin Bramall, 
chief of stair of the British armed 
forces and the accompanying del- 
egation. 

The audience was attended by 
senior armed forces officers and 
British ambassador to Jordan 
Alan Urwick. 

At the end of the meeting Sharif 
Zaid and Sir Edwin exchanged 
presents. 


Chamber body discusses 
despatch of trade missions 


AMMAN (Petra; -• The exe- 
cutive council of the Federation of 
Jordanian Chambers of Com- 
merce Sunday held a meeting at 
the federation’s headquarters dur- 
ing which they discussed a number 
of commercial issues. 

They also discussed sending 
economic missions, which rep- 
resent the federation and bus- 
inessmen. to Pakistan. Tunisia and 
Malta to meet businessmen and 
officials in these countries to pro- 
mote trade exchange between 
Jordan and these countries. 

Also discussed by the council 


were arrangements for the fed- 
eration's participation in a num- 
ber of Arab and international act- 
ivities which include the fed- 
eration of Arab chambers of 
commerce, industry and agr- 
iculture scheduled to be held in 
Aden during next February as well 
as the meetings of the joint 
Arab-American chambers’ cou- 
ncils which will be held in a num- 
ber of U.S. cities in March. 

The executive council also rev- 
iewed cooperation with Arab- 
American chambers of commerce 
in addition to the federation’s act- 
ivities over the past six months. . 


His Royal Highness Crown Pri- 
nce Hassan deputised for His 
Majesty King Hussein in att- 
ending the major celebration at 
the gardens of AJ Fateh Mosque 
on the eastern outskirts of 
Amman where he planted and 
watered a tree. 

Those attending the celebration 
followed suit and planted trees in 
the garden. 

They included Prime Minister 
Ahmad 'Obeidat. Chief of the 
Royal Court Marwan A1 Qasem. 
Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d 
Ibn Zaid. Armed Forces 
Cornmander-in-Chief Lt.-Gen. 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker and other 
officials and high-ranking army 
officers as well as Arab and for- 
eign ambassadors and rep- 
resentatives of various org- 
anisations concerned with agr- 
iculture. 

After the tree-planting cel- 
ebration. Prince Hassan toured 
the old mosque and inspected the 
restoration work being carried out 
there. 

He was briefed by Amman 
Mayor AbduJ Ra’ouf A1 Raw- 
abdeh on the progress of work. 

Children welcome Queen 

Also to mark Arbor Day. Her 
Majesty Queen Noor attended a 
celebration at A1 Hashimi AJ Jun- 
ubi district, organised by the Jor- 
danian Women Association in 


cooperation with Amman Mun- 
icipality. 

Queen Noor planted a tree at 
the selected. site of “the children's 
garden" in the district. At hand to 
welcome the Queen were the 
mayor, municipality officials and 
hundreds of cheering young chi- 
ldren who watched the Queen 
plant the shrub in the centre of the 
playground. 

As the Queen left the site, the 
children thronged around her car 
and ran alongside it cheering and 
waving as she was driven away. 

Other events also took place all 
over the country to mark Arbor 
Day with schools, universities and 
other institutions taking part in 
treeplanting celebrations. 

Amman Municipality held a 
celebration near A1 Hashimi A1 
Junubi Bridge, as well as otheis in 
the Ain Ghazal and Marka dis- 
tricts as well as at the main cem- 
etery. and in Ras AI Ain. Jabal AJ 
Akhdar. Abdali. Wadi Saqra and 
Jabal Amman. 

At the Sahab Industrial Estate, 
to the south of Amman, school 
children, plus scouts and guides 
took part in .planting trees on a 
6-t dunum area of land. 

In Salt, officials and directors of 
government departments took 
part in similar celebrations. Acc- 
ording to the Salt Agriculture 
department a total of K7.000 sap- 
lings will be planted in the course 
of the current season. 


In Mafraq. the agriculture dep- 
artment has made available 
4X6.000 forest saplings and 
47.000 fruit trees to be planted in 
a total of 2.200 dunums of land. 

At the University of Jordan, 
students took part alongside staff 
in planting trees on the 'campus 
while in Irbid an official tree pla- 
nting celebration was held in 
which the mayor and key local fig- 
ures took part. 

The agriculture department in 
Irbid has made provisions for plar 
nting 4.000 dunums with trees, 
and 100.000 forest saplings tog- 
ether with 50.000 fruit trees which 
are to be planted by citizens in the 
govemorate. 

In Ramtha and Jerash similar 
tree-planting celebrations were 
held which were attended by off^ 
icials and citizens. In Madaba. a 
total of 52.000 saplings are to be' 
planted by public and private ins- 
titutions. according to the dep- 
artment of agriculture there. 

Ghaleb Abu Orabi. head of for- 
estry at the Ministry of Agr- 
iculture. said that, since the first; 
celebration of Arbor Day cel-" 
ebraied in Jordan in 1939 under 
the patronage of the late King; 
Abdullah, approximately 95 mil-, 
lion trees had been planted in the 
country. 

Mohammad Bashir, the newly- 
appointed Minister of Agr-' 
iculture. commented to the Jordan 
Times that the celebration of 
Arbor Day was an important part 
of beautifying the countryside and 
making people more aware of 
their environment. 

Dr. Bashir said that the pat- 
ronage of these events by His' 
Majesty King Hussein and mem-, 
bers of the Royal Family emp- 
hasised its importance. 


Tawjihi exams begin 


AMMAN (Fetra) — A total of 
47.XOO students Sunday sat for the 
first semester exam of The Gen- 
eral Secondary Certificate {Taw- 
jihi \ examinations which lasts for 
nme days. 

Director of exams at the Min- 
istry of Education. Dr. Ahmad 
Bashaireh. said that of these stu- 
dents. 59 per cent are in the lit- 
erary stream. 31 per cent in the 
scientific stream, five per cent in 


New projects, management structure to ensure optipal 
use of scarce water resources, says directorate head 


By Anne Counsell 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “The management 
of available water resources rs a 
key issue in ensuring adequate 
supplies of water for domestic, 
industrial and agricultural use and 
to meet the needs of the country." 
according to Dr. Ahmad Keilani. 
director of the Water Resource 
Studies Directorate at the Natural 
Resources Authority (NRAL 

Dr. Keilani said that demands 
for water are increasing due to the 
rising population, and the dev- 
elopment of agriculture and ind- 
ustry. and that in order to meet 
these demands proper man- 
agement of our limited supply is 
essential to avoid wastage and 
depletion. 

in an interview with the Jordan 
Times. Dr. Keilani outlined the 
activities and current projects at 
the NRA to ensure the continued 
supply of water. 

The departments within the 
Water Resources Directorate 
( WRD 1 cover all aspects of water 1 
resources. One of these is the 
Ground Water Studies Division 
which deals with exploration stu- 
dies. mapping, drilling, data ana- 
lysis and management to make 
sure that discharge does not exc- 
eed recharge which would oth- 
erwise lead to depletion. 

The second division is con- 
cerned with surface water and it 
monitors the hydrological cycle in 
Jordan, recording the distribution, 
intensity and quantity of rainfall 
and also how this water is diverted 
into run-off. and gauges the base 
flow of wadis, rivers, and springs 
quantitatively. 

Another aspect is the qua- 
litative analysis of water samples 
taken from various sources which 
are chemically tested in the water 
laboratory. In addition, the man- 
agement department compiles the 
hydrolic data and. using par- 
ameters and models, makes pre- 
dictions about the behaviour of 
water basins at different rates of 
production in order to meet dem- 
ands for water. 

The recent acquisition of a vast 
water data bank computer has 
enabled -the calibration, com- 
pilation and analysis of data for 
use as an effective planning tool, 
said Dr. KeilanL. 

Dr. Keilani went on to say chat 
the same model of computer has. 
been used "by the United States 
Geological Survey and that the. 
NRA is bene fitting by using some 


of their programmes. The data 
bank is part of a joint United Sta- 
tes Agency for International Dev-^ 
elopment (USAID] and Jor- 
danian project called; "The gro- 
und water assistance project for 
North Jordan." he added. 

Dr. . Keilani said that priority 
was given to the assessment of 
ground water supplies in the nor- 
thern pan of Jordan extending to 
’south Amman, because this area 
consumes *5 per cent of the total 
demand for water due to the high 
density of population in the 
Amman. Zarqa and Irbid regions. 
In addition. SO per cent of the 
country's water resources are con- 
centrated in this area, he said, 
warranting a large scale project. 

Dr. Keilani said that USAID 
are contributing “o million for 
equipment, advisors and training 
while the Jordanian contribution 
is 54 million. The equipment inc- 
ludes large drilling rigs for deep 
aquefers as the more shallow areas 
have already been exploited. 

Dr. Keilani mentioned other 
important projects, including the' 
provision of water for the ext- 
raction of oil from shale where the 
requirement of water is estimated 
at 23 million cubic metres per year 
for the process. Wells are being 
drilled in the area to the east of 
Karak. where the shale is con- 
centrated. as pilot studies for the 
scheme to determine the water 
resources and its distribution. 

He also said that the possibility 
of building surface dams is also 
being studied, with a quantitative 
analysis to ensure a reliable source 
.of water. These are still at the fea- 
sibility plans stage which includes 
the evaluation of resources, as 
water is a limiting factor in its imp- 
lementation. 

Another major project that Dr. 
Keilani mentioned was the art- 
ificial water recharge scheme, a 
pilot plan to save flood waters in 
the winter to use when required in 
the drier months of summer. The 
flood waters are discharged into 
the Dead Sea and the Jordan Val- 
ley in addition to being overspiJUed 
from the King Talal Dam. res- 
ulting in wastage. 

Dr. Keilani said that studies 
have been made for the con- 
struction of a rock dam to hold 
flood water, computed at between 
one point two and two million 
cubic metres per year, which is at 
present being lost in this area, 
being allowed to drain away. Dr. 



Ahmad Keilani 

Keilani said that the pilot project 
aims to utilise the surface water 
behind the dam by injecting the 
water through special wells, ret- 
urning it to the water table which 
would improve the quality of the 
available ground water in addition 
to compensating for mis- 
management. 

The over pumping of water led 
to depletion and a deterioration in 
quality in the Duhieil area where 
the pilot scheme is being Lried out. 
Dr. Keilani continued, saying that 
the dam along Wadi-Argeb was 
constructed in September 19-S3 as 
a way of trying to prevent the dis- 
sipation of water imo bowls where 
it then evaporates and is wasted. 

He said that observation wells 
have been drilled around the inj- 
ection well to monitor the beh- 
aviour of the injected water and its 
effect on the water table to det-. 
ermine the rate of injection. One 
of the problems associated with 
the injection of flood water is the 
silt and sediment suspended in it. 
and. Dr. Keilani said, if this silted 
water was pumped into aquefers it 
could lead to blockages. This lik- 
elihood is being minimised by all- 
owing the silt to senle behind the 
dam. In addition, he said, water 
will enter the dam from the bot- 
tom to minimise the problem and. 
that a system of automatic pumps 
will prevent spillage by starting 
automatically when Lhe water rea- 
ches a certain level alongwith 
Flow meters and two pumps that 
work in parallel or alone dep- 
ending on the amount of water. 

Dr. Keilani said that the inj- 
ected water will move to other 
wells downstream which will ben- 
efit. and that the project should be 
implemented this season fol- 
lowing the awarding of the con- 
tracts for the pumps. The pump 
specifications and designs will 


ensure the pumping of the water 
within 90 days to minimise eva- 
poration. he said. 

On top of these projects, there 
are several ongoing schemes inc- 
luding the National Water Res- 
ources Master Plan which is upd- 
ated every year with data for pla- 
nning. he said. This includes gro- 
und water studies all over Jordan 
with drilling programmes, met- 
etiological studies and qua- 
ntitative investigations. 

Also. Dr. Keilani said, there are 
joint ventures with the Royal Sci- 
entific Society (RSS) to utilise 
wind power and solar energy for 
the pumping of water. He said that 
the applications are limited to sel- 
ected wells because depth is a lim- 
iting factor. 

The wind power project began 
in 19X2 as a pilot project with the 
NRA supplying data on well sel- 
ection. meteriological data and 
environmental information, he 
said. Dr. Keilani said that boLh the 
solar and wind powered wells 
could be used effectively in rem- 
ote areas as little maintenance is 
required and that energy could be 
stored in batteries for a secure 
energy source. It is still a pilot pro- 
ject but could be extended, he 
said, following the collection of 
long term data in different sea- 
sons. 

Dr. Keilani said that the Water 
Resources Directorate will bec- 
ome a part of the water authority 
which will act as an umbrella to 
unify water supply on a national 
scale. 

The new water authority was 
established by a royal decree and 
will commence operations on Jan- 
uary 15 when the Amman Water 
and Sewerage Authority and the 
Water Supply Corporation will be 
grouped together, with the water 
department of the Jordan Valley 
Authority and the WRD of the 
NRA to be included at a later 
date. 

Dr. Keilani said this will be an 
integrated system with the WRD 
supplying the data of available 
water resources for the projects. 
He also said that the projects of 
the WRD would still continue 
under the new water authority 
which will cover all aspects of pla- 
nning. water supply, applications 
and construction connected with 
water with financing from water 
tarrifs and the government; 

Dr. Keilani also mentioned that 
a Higher Water Council would be 


established with representatives 
from ministries connected with 
water, such as the ministries of 
agriculture, environment, health 
and industry, as well as mun- 
icipalities and that the supreme 
head of this council would be the 


prime minister. 

Dr. Keilani concluded by saying 
that he felt this was a move to fully 
utilise one of Jordans most imp- 
ortant limited resources and to 
avoid wastage through improved 
■'management of water. 


the commerce scream and three 
per cent in the vocational stream 
while the rest belong to the nur- 
sing. postal, hotel and agricultural 
streams. 

Dr. Bashaireh added that 
14.770 male and female students 
sat for the exam after studying pri- 
vately. 

Meanwhile, director-general of 
Amman education department 
and his assistants. Sunday toured 
the exam halls in Jabal Hussein. 
Sweileh. Jabal Amman. Ai Ash- 
rafieh and Mahatta and inspected 
the progress of exams. . 


JCO to build 
houses for press 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director- 
general of the Jordan Cooperative. 
Organisation. Hassan AI Nabulsi; 
has agreed to the registration of 
cooperative housing society foe 
journalists, registered with Jor- 
danian Journalists Association. ’ 

The association will be known' 
as "The Cooperative Press and 
Editors Housing Association” and- 
will benefit those who did not; 
benefit from first and second sta- 
ges of housing projects. 


French mission visits valley 

AMMAN (Petra) — Members of the visiting French technical and 
economic mission Sunday visited the Jordan Valley Authority (J VA) 
and were briefed by its deputy president. Dr. Fahad AI Natoor on- 
its activities in developing tne Jordan valley and the Wadi Araba 
region. 

Dr. Natoor also explained the JVA role in developing agriculture, 
water resources, and dams and rural developing projects including 
housing, cities planning, agricultural, roads, schools, health clinics, 
electricity and drinking water for the villages. They later toured JVA 
irrigation and modem agriculture projects in the southern valley. 
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EL TOR 
EL TOR 
EL TOR 
EL ARISH 
EL ARISH 
EL ARISH 


u]*2M*>N4 
03*2*19X4 
05*2*19X4 
07*2*19X4 
IN?' 19X4 
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Wednesday 


April: 


EL ARISH 
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EL ARISH 
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EL ARISH 
EL ARISH 
EL TOR 


20*3*19X4 
22*3*19X4 
240*1 9X4 
27*3*19X4 
29*3*19X4 
30*3*19X4 

04*4* J 9X4 
*16*4*19X4 
f)X'4')9X4 
09*4*19X4 
41*4*19X4 
14*4* | UX4 
|X*4*19X4 
20*4*19X4 
23*4*19X4 
25*4*19X4 
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Monday 
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BEFORE hopes are raised further that Yasser Arafat's mod- 
erate leadership of the Palestine liberation Organisation will 
pursue a more political line in the quest for a Palestinian 
settlement in the post-Tripoli era, a simple question has to be 
asked: What incentive, if any. does the PLO leader have in 
order to recommend to his movement the adoption of a more 
moderate Palestinian stance? 

The question may be a bit simplistic, but clearly it has no 
easy answers. If the Palestinians would ever want to join an 
American-led peace campaign, the PLO would have to sell its 
birthright for no return; being insistent — and rightly so — on 
its role as the sole and legitimate representative of the Pal- 
estinian people, the organisation is therefore unlikely to agree 
to an American peace plan. If the Palestinians would think of, 
or even suggest, a mutual and simultaneous recognition of 
Israel, they might expect to reap some political benefits from 
the move; but would Israel ever accept such a compromise, 
especially when the U.S. is completely backing its obstinacy on 
the pledge never to recognise the PLO? 

Some would argue that it is not really a matter of choice for 
the PLO to hold on to its covenant or present policies vis-a-vis 
Israel and the United States, nor is it a question of incentives, 
but one of political survival for the Palestinians and their 
representative organisation at the present. And, then, the obj- 
ective of freeing the occupied territories is in itself great enough 
to have the PLO join in the search for a solution anyway, others 
might say. 

So, as much as it is legitimate to expect the PLO leaders, 
moderate and otherwise, continually to affirm their com- 
mitment to armed struggle against the Israelis, there will even 
be more difficult choices to make, particularly on how best to 
continue the political struggle at this very difficult stage. 

In such a complex situation, it is perfectly understandable 
that the PLO has not so far adopted a clear-cut, or dramatic, 
position on the question of a settlement with Israel. And it is on 
this basis that we expect chairman Arafat and his moderate 
colleagues not to change their line on the issue so long as 
current circumstances are not changed. 

That is not Co say Arafat will not find anything to talk about 
when he makes his expected visit to Jordan soon. On the 
contrary, if there is any chance of making progress towards 
solving the Palestinian problem, the key to it should be found 
here. Where, how, and when will of course be the subject of 
extensive debate. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: Settlement stumbling block 

IN HIS interview with the British Broadcasting Corporation Crown 
Prince Hassan pointed out that a settlement of the Arab-Zionist 
conflict can onlv be sohed il Israel stops building settlements and 
declares clearly that Arab lands under its occupation are a subject for 
negotiation. He also confirmed that no peace moves can be made 
without a U.S. commitment to achieve a just and durable peace. 
Jordan realises more than any other country that the core of the 
Middle East issue is the land which Israel is occupying and realises 
too that Israel's refusal to give up the land for peace remains the 
stumbling block that obstructs the achievement of any peaceful set- 
tlement. 

Israer s continued occupation of Arab land has been the real cause 
of much suffering and destruction to the people of this region and 
their property. Therefore, as Crown Prince Hassan said. Jordan, 
which holds legal responsibility for the West Bank, should play its 
role to achieve peace and has called for the resumption of par- 
liamentary life in the country with the hope of arriving at a formula 
with the Palestinians on the future status of the West Bank. Prince 
Hassan was careful also to point out that the re-convening of par- 
liament has nothing to do with the representation of the Palestinians 
which remains the sole responsibility of the Palestine Liberation. 
Organisation. 


Al Dustour: Peace door still open 

IT WAS in order to maintain the legal status of the occupied West 
Bank that Jordan called for the resumption of parliamentary life and 
a reconvening of parliament w hich represents both banks of the 
River Jordan. This was clearly pointed out in Crown Prince Hassan's 
interview with the British Broadcasting Corporation telecast Sat- 
urday. He said that Jordan is keen to keep the doors open for the 
establishment of peace, and seeks a U.S. commitment for arriving at 
that peace. But he said that Israel has to stop building its settlements 
on Arab lands and has to declare that it will negotiate with the Arabs 
over the future of the West Bank in order to pave the way for peace 

All the talk he said by Israel for peace is aimed at misleading world 
public opinion and reflects a clear disregard for U.N. Security Cou- 
ncil resolution 242. The United States, he said, has a major res- 
ponsibility as a superpower towards achieving peace in the region, 
but the Arabs themselves have to act speedily in order to end Israel's 
16 years of occupation of their land. 

Sawt Al Shaab: All problems important 

A HOST of complicated issues await the Islamic summit conference 
openmg in Morocco Monday. The Arab World has several issues on 
the agenda of the summit including the Palestine problem, the sit- 
uation in Lebanon, and the Iraq- Iran war. Bui such problems should 
by rneans prevent the Arab World from helping other Islamic 
nations to solve their own problems, like the Afghanistan issue. 

The Arab World i* rich with resources and should be expected to 
do something to help others rather than just burdening other Islamic 
nations with problems and complaints. The Arab leaders should 
therefore adopt a positive attitude and play a constructive role tow- 
ardssolvingother Islamic nations' problems in addition to the Arab 
nation's. The many challenges that confront the Arab and Islamic 
Worlds could have easily been settled had all the pan ici pants shown 
more solidarity and had they mobilised their efforts and resources for 
achieving their goals. " ” ' 



Limited options for U.S. retaliation to ‘Iranian attacks in Lebanon 

A lot of evidence but no smoking pistol 


By Jeffrey Antevil 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
government has found its options 
sharply limited as it considers how 
to respond to evidence alleged to 
link Iran with a wide-ranging 
campaign of guerrilla attacks aga- 
inst the U.S. and its allies. 

High-ranking Iran analysts in 
the administration said there was 
strong circumstantial evidence 
linking the Tehran government to 
groups which have bombed the 
U.S. Marine headquarters in Leb- 
anon and other targets in recent 
months. 

“We have a lot of evidence but 
we don't have smoking pistol." 
one said, explaining U.S. rel- 
uctance to retaliate militarily aga- 
inst Iranian territory or forces. 

This official and others said the 
administration was seriously con- 
cerned about the implications of 
officially-sponsored guerrilla att- 
acks and was weighing a wide 
range of options. 

But they said few of these app- 
eared practicable except for extra 
defensive measures which are alr- 


eady being taken by the Marines 
in Lebanon and in other U.S. ins- 
tallations abroad. 

“The world is going to see a 
good deal more of this stuff." one 
official said, referring to the uns- 
ightly concrete barriers that have 
sprung up in front of the White 
House and some other public bui- 
ldings in Washington. 

“Terrorism is not going to go* 
away. In fact, it is probably on the 
upswing," he said. 

The officials said other groups 
besides those with Iranian ties 
were involved in the latest upsurge 
in international guerrilla violence. 

A shadowy organisation calling 
itself Islamic Jihad (holy war) cla- 
imed responsibility for the blo- 
odiest and most widely-publicised 
recent incidents, including the sui- 
cide truck bombing of U.S. Mar- 
ine headquarters in Lebanon on 
Oct. 23. 

Publicly. U.S. officials have at o- 
ided directly blaming Iran’s rad- 
ical Islamic government itself for 
attacks like the Marine bombing 
and the blast last April at the U .S. 
embassy in Beirut, which between 
them killed more than 250 Ame- 


ricans. 

_ But Mr. Reagan last month 
cited evidence of “a force par- 
ticularly of Iranians in Lebanon 
that numbers up to 1 .000 who are 
all willing to sacrifice their lives in 
a kamikaze attack.” 

U.S. Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger has publicly blamed 
Syrian-backed Iranians for the 
recent attacks, ana the Pentagon 
commission that investigated the 
Marine bombing accused Iran and 
Syria of “at least indirect inv- 
olvement in this incident." 

Warning in its report last month' 
of an increasing threat from 
“state-sponsored terrorism.” the 
commission referred to “Iranian- 
inspired terrorism" and 
added:” Iranian operatives in 
Lebanon are in the business of kil- 
ling Americans.” 

None of these public statements 
directly blamed the Iranian gov- 
ernment. 

But. speaking privately, adm- 
inistration officials said the evi- 
dence of official involvement was 
strong and credible. 

The Iranian government is 
“clearly supportive of the use of 


terrorism as a political ins- 
irument.” one said. 

Tne officials refused to go into 
specifics, but said they would not 
dispute press reports saying hun- 
dreds of guerrillas were being tra- 
ined in Iran and Iranian planes 
had flown over the U.S. fleet in the 
Gulf, raising Pentagon fears of 
suicide air attacks. 

The Pentagon commission on 
the Marine bombing said the adm- 
inistration should “develop a 
broad range of appropriate mil- 
itary responses to terrorism ... 
along with political and diplomatic 
actions.” 

But the officials said that in the 
absence of hard evidence of off- 
icial Iranian involvement, the 
administration had ruled out mil- 
itary actions such as pre-emptive 
raids on terrorist training sites or 
airfields in Iran. 

Before taking such steps “you 
have to be certain who exactly are 
the people involved.” one said. 

The officials said another opt- 
ion. economic retaliation a g ainst 
Iran, also appeared to be of lim- 
ited value. 

Officially-sanctioned U.S. trade 


with Iran is very small, they said, 
and an embargo, in addition to 
violating the 1981 embassy hos- 
tage release agreement, was likely 
be circumvented by - American 
businessmen and ignored by Was- 
hington's allies. 

The U.S. embassy hostages 
were freed three years ago this 
month after being" held for 444 
days by followers of Iranian leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

One option that is being pur- 
sued by Washington is improving 
relations with Iraq, which has 
been at war with Iran for more 
than three years. 

But the officials said this inc-. 
luded only such things as U.S. rea- 
diness to restore diplomatic ties if 
Baghdad is willing and “moral 
support” for Iraq’s effort to raise 
funds by selling more oil to the 
West. 

They said the administration 
was not considering lifting a ban 
on arms sales to both Iraq and Iran 
imposed when their war began, 
and one official, denying press 
reports, said-. “ We would not cha- 
racterise our actions as a' tilt 5 tow- 
ard Iraq." 



“We don't see a victory of either 
as being in Western or our own 
interests." he added. 

Another official, conceding that 
U.S. options were severely lim- 
ited. said suicide attacks carried 
out by Iranian Shfite Muslim* 
were particularly difficult to com- 
bat because “sacrifice and mar- 
tyrdom is an article of faith for 
them." 







Military opposed to Betancur’s leniency 


By Jose Antonio Mantilla 

Reuter 

BOGOTA - Colombian Pre- 
sident Belisario Betancur* s bid to 
convince guerrillas in his country 
to lay down arms had run into 
growing opposition from the 
armed forces. 

Strong statements by army gen- 
erals have questioned the success 
of his 14X2 amnesty offer and of 
talks with guerrillas aimed at end- 
ing more than two decades of 
armed struggle. 

“Guerrillas have deceived the 
people and will continue deceiving 
them." Defence Minister Gen. 
Fernando Landazabal said on tel- 
evision recently. “First they asked 
for an amnesty, next for talks with 
the government, then the wit- 
hdrawal of troops from the zone of 
violence but they continue with 
subversion.” 

His reservations about the 
peace process has left members of 
a national peace commission, 
mediating between the guerrillas 
and the government, in limbo 
about their role in the future. 

Mr. Betancur. son of a poor 
peasant family, won elections in 
May 1^82 pledging a programme 
of national reconciliation to end 
violence that has killed more than 
2<UKHI since [458. 


A large number ot Colombia's 
27 million people live in abject 
poverty which has spawned gue- 
rrilla movements. The groups 
have pledged to Jestroy the nat- 
ion's democratic establishment, 
charging il has Jailed to bring 
about social justice. 

On taking power in August 
14X2 Betancur immediately lau- 
nched an amnesty programme, 
dropping charges against gue- 
rrillas who were willing to lay 
down their arms. 

Some 1.444 guerrillas took 
advantage of the amnesty. Ano- 
ther 5.540 have remained under 
arms in four main groups, two of 
which have been negotiating with 
the peace commission. 

But the army and members of 
the powerful conservative est- 
ablishment. opponents of the 
amnesty from the start, are now 
calling for an end to the policy of 
reconciliation and a switch lo one 
of force. 

Colombian cattle ranchers and 
farmers, easy targets for kid- 
nappers on their remote land, rec- 
ently sent the president a tel- 
egram me expressing their con- 
cern. 

They said the amnesty could not 
go on forever especially if it ben- 
efited those subversive groups 
who continued constant kid- 


nappings and killings in the cou- 
ntryside. 

the commander of Colombia's 
armed forces. Gen. Gustavo vJat- 
amnros. also criticised the peace 
effort in a television appearance. 

Gen. vlatamoros said the 
armed forces wanted peace, but 
what he called a true peace. It did 
not want a“lalse peace" because 
that would be the beginning of 
civil war in Colombia. 

Police sources said that last year 
about mo people were kid- 
napped. mostly by guerrilla gro- 
ups. the highest toll in the last five 
years. They said xo were still held 
by guerrillas. 

Mr. Betancur s brother. Jaime 
Betancur Cuanas. was held for 
two weeks late last year by the 
National Liberation Army t ELN 1 . 
He was released after Cuban Pre- 
sident Fidel Castro condemned 
the kidnapping. 

The armed forces said 224 tro- 
ops and police were killed in com- 
bat with guerrillas from August 
1 4«2 to August 14X3. About 3 oil 
guerrillas were killed in the same 
period. 

Mr. Betancur. while on a Eur- 
opean tour, met leaders of the 
vi-m guerrilla group in Madrid 
last October in a bid to advance 
the peace effort. 


The M- 1 4 guerrillas, estimated 
to have !.5iK) members, and the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia < FARC , the strongest 
group with 2.4i in members, called 
in late December for aceasefire as 
a necessary step towards achiev ing 
peace. 

The two groups, promising lo 
work together, applauded Mr. 
Betancur for achieving what they 
said was some progress in the fight 
for democracy and social justice. 

But Defence Minister Lan- 
dazabaL responding to the call for 
a ceasefire and withdrawal from 
guerrilla-held zones, said: “Now 
they ask us to withdraw and that 
we cannot do." 

He said the government’s amn- 
esty expired last November. From 
that moment, those who were uni- 
forms and used weapons reserved 
lor the armed forces, were “del- 
inquents" he said. 

Gen. Landazabal warned that 
the peace commission, acting with 
Mr. Beiancur's approval, did not 
have the legal basis to make pacts 
with subversive groups. 

But peace commission chief 
John Agudelo Rios has promised 
lo continue his talks with gue- 
rrillas. He said the criticisms of the 
commission were just points of 
view. 


Time for Gen. Romulo by the fireplace 


By G raham Lovell 

Reuter 

MANILA — Veteran Philippines 
diplomat Carlos Romulo has ent- 
ered the ranks of elder statesmen 
at the weekend when he put down 
his mantle as foreign minister and 
takes up a new role as spectator. 

'I shall be happy just to be an 
onlooker for a change, to read 
books, write my memoirs, maybe 
catch up with my wife and the 
cumber of books she has written,” 
he said in an interview. “She 
(American Beth Day) has written 
28. I've written only 18." 

Ailing but undaunted. Mr. 
Romulo prevailed on President 
Ferdinand Marcos to let him bow 
out on Saturday, his 85th bir- 
thday. He tried twice before to 
quit but both times Mr. Marcos 
refused. 

His final formal cabinet meeting 


was held at his home: A pre- 
sentation by colleagues and a far- 
ewell gift for a man who has serv ed 
his country since independence In 
1446 and before that, in the war 
years, as an aide to Gen. Douglas 
Macanhur. 

He left the army with flag rank 
and it is as “general" that he is 
popularly known. His last public 
act on the international arena was 
to lead the Philippines delegation 
to the U.N. General Assembly 
session in September. 

An appropriate finale, friends 
and associates say. for possibly the 
oldest or even the sole surviving 
signatory of the original U.N. 
Charter. Gen. Romulo himself is 
not sure he is. 

“But I know, though, that 2 am 
the only surviving chairman of a 
delegation to the U.N. meeting in 
San Francisco in 1945,'*Tie said. 


“Andrei Gromyko (now Soviet 
foreign minister) was there but he 
was only an adviser." 

In the intervening years. 15 of 
them as foreign minister, he has 
worked to build the image of an 
independent Philippines, helped 
bind his country dose to its nei- 
ghbours in Southeast Asia and 
established contacts with the 
Third World and Communist cou- 
ntries. 

But when he returned to the 
Philippines last month with a let- • 
ter of resignation in his brief case, 
and the prospect of lengthy med- 
ical treatment, he told reporters 
he was “heartsick that my work 
has been destroyed.” 

"AH that I have done to lift the 
prestige of our country is down in 
the mud.” he said. 

The Philippines and the Marcos 
government were battered by pol- 


itical and economic problems that 
followed the murder in August of 
opposition leader Benigno Aqu- 
ino as he returned to Manila from 
voluntary exile in the United Sta- 
tes. 

The problems continue. But 
today, more reflectively, Gen. 
Romulo sees them as sur- 
mountable. 

“We have been through worse 
crises,” he said. "There were sit- 
uations during American (col- 
onial) rule and of course during 
the Japanese occupation. 1 think 
we are resilient enough to survive 
the political and economic crises,- 
even the infighting of politicians... 

“We must above all have a cre- 
dible investigation into the Aqu- 
ino assassination and hold free 
and honest elections in May for 
the Batasan Pambansa (national 
assembly). 


Pakistani PPP: Where 
to after Benazir’s 
untimely departure? 


By Raja Asghar 

Reuter 

ISLAMABAD — A question 
mark hangs over the future of Pak- 
istan's main political party of exe- 
cuted former Prime Minister Zul- 
flkar Ali Bhutto after his hardline 
daughter unexpectedly left the 
country on Tuesday. 

Benazir Bhutto, a bitter enemy 
of Gen. Mohammad Zia Ul Haq’s 
military government, has led the 
banned Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) from prison since her mot- 
her Nusrat Bhutto left for Europe 
in November 1982 for treatment 
of suspected lung cancer. 

Nursat became PPP chairman 
after Mr. Bhutto, toppled by Gen. 
Zia in a July 1 977 military coup, 
was executed in April 1479 fol- 
lowing tf murder conspiracy con- 
viction. 

Ms. Benazir. 30. left for Swi- 
tzerland before dawn on Tuesday 
after the authorities freed her 
from a 34-mouth detention, lea- 
ving the question of party lea- 
dership in doubt at a crucial stage 
in its history. 

The PPP is the main force in the 
nine-party Movement for the Res- 
toration of Democracy (MRD) 
alliance which has been cam- 
paigning against the military gov- 
ernment since last August. 

Ms. Benazir was seen a har- 
dliner against a compromise with 
Gen. Zia and her departure comes 
after suggestions by some jailed 
MRD politicians for a moderate 
line. 

She said in a departure sta- 
tement that she was leaving for 
treatment of an ear problem that 
threatened her with partial loss of 
bearing and facial paralysis. 

Reports in some local new- 
spapers suggested she was being 
exiled, but official sources denied 
this. 

“Gen. Zia must be a very rel- 
ieved man today.” a veteran jou- 
rnalist here said. 

Ms. Benazir's detention has 
been a source of embarrassment 
to Gen. Zia and a subject of cri- 
ticism at home and abroad. Those 
who appealed for her release inc- 
luded Indian Prime Minister Ind- 
ira Gandhi whom Islamabad has 
accused of interfering in Pak- 
istan's internal affairs. 

“Everybody is asking whether 
she (Benazir) was forced to leave 
the country or... allowed to pro- 
ceed abroad for medical tre- 
atment,” a report in Islamabad's 
daily The Muslim said. 

„ The prestigious daily Dawn of 
Karachi said in a report that the 
development was “bound to have 
political repercussions” and that 
the government might find it eas- 
ier now to seek a settlement with 
PPP doves. 

However, if the departure 
means a self-imposed exile or 
good riddance so far as the gov- 
ernment is concerned, it would be 
greatly unfortunate the Dawn 
quoted political observers as say- 
ing. 

An official spokesman in Isl- 
amabad said the government 
freed Ms. Benazir following an 
application from her for per- 
mission to go abroad for medical 
treatment 

The spokesman did not agree 
with local newspaper reports sug- 
gesting that more j ailed polit icians 
would be freed soon. 

But several politicians have 
made statements asking Gen. Zia 
to release jailed politicians and 
announce a clear schedule for nat- 
ional elections. 

Gen. Zia. who twice postponed 
elections since coming to power. 




BENAZIR 


has now promised to hold! 

March 1985. His plan 
rejected by the MRD win 
ached a civil disobedic 
.paign in Mid-August- 
ediate elections and a restor 
of Pakistan’s suspended .cwh 
stitution that provides for a Wes- 
tern parliamentary system of gov- 
ernment. 

Gen. Zia says the parliamentary 
system does not suit Pakistan and 
has yet to decide whether to allow 
political parties, which he banned 
in 1979. to participate in the ele- 
ctions. 

In the past few months the pre- 
sident has held talks with several 
parties outside the MRD which 
has refused to compromise and 
created a stalemate. 

The government blamed the. 
PPP for violent demonstrations in 
the southern province of Sind dur- 
ing the MRD campaign and Gen. 
Zia said last month the party 
would not be allowed to gain 
power again. 

The campaign was relatively 
strong in Sind, home province of 
the late Bhutto, but' failed to pick 
up in the most populous Punjab 
and the other two provinces of 
north-west frontier and Bal- 
uchistan. 

The government pul the death 
as a result of the protests at 6U. 
The opposition estimated several 
hundred were killed and tho- 
usands jailed, including most of 
the central and provincial leaders 
of the MRD parties. 

The newspaper Muslim quoted 
unnamed political observers as 
saying that the stage finally app- 
eared set for a “reconciliation and 
a’ broader rapproachement bet- 
ween the PPP and the gov- 
ernment.” 

But Ms. Benzair seemed to t* 
warning -the moderates by saying 
in her departure statement that 
she would now play a more eff- 
ective role in party affairs. 

PPP moderates are said to inc- 
lude big landowners in Sind and 
Punjab who have often been acc- 
used of violating the land reforms 
introduced by their own party in 
the early 197Us. 

Gen. Zia last month named a 
tribunal to probe such violations. 

Sind PPP President Ghulaffl 
Mustafa Jatoi. one of the biggest 
landowners in the country, sent a 
statement from prison last month 
asking the government and opp- 
osition to * 1 forgive and forget* ' and 
begin “a new chapter of .love 
among brothers”. 

Ms. Benazir, accused by-entx*. 
of associating with radicals, was 
arrested in March 1981 after the 
hijacking of a Pakistani airliner to 
Kabul and Damascus. . 

Responsibility for the hijacking 
was claimed by the clandestine Al . 
Zulfikar Ali Group, said to be led 
by Ms. Benazir's two brothers. 
Murtaza Bhutto and Shaftnawaz 
Bhutto, both of whom live out of 
the country. . 





Forest death in Germany moves at alarming rate 


By Kenneth C. Danforth 

NUREMBERG. West Germany 
- ■ All across the land that gave the 
world the Christmas tree, spruce 
and fir are dying. 

Here in Bavaria, where the dev- 
astation is most visible, specialists 
believe that millions of the mighty 
evergreens are doomed. Eight per- 
cent of the Bavarian, forest died 
during the last year. 

In the storied Black Forest of 
Baden -Wurttera berg, almost half 
of the trees are suffering from the 
apparently irreversible, illness. 

The German word for it is Wal- 
dsterben. forest death. A new 
government survey shows that 35 
per cent of the nation’s 1 7 million 
acres ot forest are diseased. 

Kffling life’s base 

The agent of destruction is acid 
rain, an airborne poison that ori- 
ginates in factories, power plants, 
and automobile engines. In a 
chemical reaction still not fully 
understood, when the effluent sul- 
fur dioxide and nitrogen oxides 
are brought down out of the atm- 
osphere by rain, the resulting liq- 
uid renders both water and soil 
unable to support the life that has 
flourished there for millennia. 

in the United States, most pub- 
lic attention to the acid rain pro- 
blem has centered on fakes in the 
Adirondack Mountains of New 
York. All of the fish die: smaller 
organisms pass so efficiently away 


that the water becomes eerily and 
unnaturally clear. 

Many American trees have 
been damaged — red spruce in 
Vermont, for example — but they 
have not received the national att- 
ention given to the lakes. 

Even as Canadians have bitterly 
criticised the United States for 
exporting its fossil-fuel pollutants, 
so have some European countries 
protested about what their nei- 
ghbours have sent them. Sca- 
rradinavians. for example, blame 
factories in Great Britain, nor- 
thern France, and Germany’s 
Ruhr Valley for the acid rain that 
has Trilled many of their lakes. 

But it is only in West Germany, 
a nation whose 6 1 million citizens 
love their 20 billion trees with 
emotional intensity, that the pro- 
blem has reached the proportions 
of a national crisis. 

Process speeding up 

-West German Minister of Agr- 
iculture Ignaz Kiechle says that 
more than 6.175.000 acres of 
woodland are visibly damaged. 
And the deadly process is acc- 
elerating. From October iyx2 to 
October iyx3 the area of West 
Germany with diseased trees has 
quadrupled. Mr. Kiechle says. 

Trees that appeared healthy 
only a few months ago have begun 
to turn yellow. Soon they will be 
brown. Then the needles will fall 
off and the trunks will rot. Sci- 
entists say that if the illness con- 


tinues, the gentle hills will not hold 
their soil any more, nor the mou- 
ntain slopes their snow, and floods 
and avalanches will be yet another 
heritage of industrialisation. 

Tourists who see the big con- 
ifers decay and fall ask: Is Central 
Europe's present North Ame- 
rica's future? 

Virtually every German town 
boasts iisown Forcst.someiimesin 
the middle of town, sometimes 
right on the edge. The woods are 
not some remote ideal, to be app- 
roached only in literature or hik- 
ing boots, but an intimate part of 
even the most urbanised life. The 
German of Lhe 1 y Xus may not feel 
that the forest teems with the sup- 
ernatural. as his ancestors did. but 
he is in awe of its beauty and he 
wants to preserve it. 

Forest management as taught 
and practiced all over the world 
was developed in Germany. That 
one-third of West Germany’s sur- 
face area is forestland in spite of 
high population density attests to 
a zeal to preserve a national tre- 
asure. But some of the most lov- 
ingly nurtured trees in the world 
are dying — and German foresters 
seem able to do very little about it. 

“Inter Nation es.” a gove- 
rnment-supported research age- 
ncy. reports that not only does i 
acid rain kill the trees' needles and | 
leaves, but it change^ the com- 
position of the soil. “Once the soil 
has been chemically polluted, 
there is no cure for the situation.” 
says the report. 



An evergreen forest in the Harz Mountains of West 
Germany fails victim to acid rain. These spruce are 
only a few of the bBBons of dead and dying trees all 
over West Germany and Central Europe. Trees in 
Bavaria and the Black Forest, where the culture 
reflects the German love of woodlands, have been 


particularly hard hit. The rapidly accelerating 
Waldsterben, or forest death, has become a major 
political issue, and the government has mounted an 
attack against the deadly process. (National Geo- 
graphic photo). 


HOTELS 


Trading pollution 

The acids of the rain pay no 
more attention to borders than the 
winds that cany them. Officials 
estimate that West Germany 
sends about half of its air pollution 
to other countries and that, in 
turn. About half of the air pollution 
in West Germany comes from 
other counrries. 

East Germany, which produces 
practically no oU or hydroelectric 
power, bums enormous amounts 
of crumbly lignite, the sulfurous 
low-grad e coal that helps it to out- 
pace the East Bloc (except the 
Soviet Union} in industrial pro- 
duction. Residents of West Berlin 
and the Harz Mountains, along 
the inter-German border, know 
that ihe brown smoke is sickening 
to breathe. The Czechs and Poles 
bum it too. and breathe it. and 
send their acids to West Germany. 


Switzerland. Austria, and even to 
Denmark. 

While the East Germans have 
acknowledged their own rampant 
Waldsterben. the measures they 
now propose have failed to raise 
any hopes in the West. The key- 
stone of the plan is to replant the 
devastated acres with “smoke- 
resistance” trees. 

In Czechoslovakia. 1 .25 million 
acres of forest are dead or dying. 
Scientists believe that the current 
rate of coal burning will lead to the 
destruction of one-third of that 
nation's forests by IWMi. 

Rain damage real 

At first, the dying of the trees 
was blamed on hot weather. No 
one knew until fecently that the 
killer was a chemical brew pat- 
tering down through the foliage; 
nor that, when trees become the 
victims of industrial pollution. 


they die faster than human beings. 

For most Americans, acid rain 
has been a threat, not a depressing 
fact of daily life. For Germans, 
some of the future predicted by 
environmental Cassandras has 
arrived. 

A word has been coined to sum- 
up both the domestic and int- 
ernational challenges that face the 
Germans. It is Hochschomstein- 
politik. which sound as formidable 
as the concept it names: Smo- 
kestack politics. 

"Our forests are of inestimable 
importance for the water cycle, for 
our climate, for our health, for our 
recreation, and for the identity of 
the German landscape.” says 
West German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl. “If we do not succeed in 
saving our forests, Lhe world in 
which we live will be changed bey- 
ond recognition.” National 
Geographic news feature 


Randa Habib's 

-..- Comer 


A dream that came true 


We have all been more or less busy, excited or concerned by the 
political changes that took place in Jordan daring the past week. 

Working as I am m an international news agency, I have been 
very busy covering these changes and this Is why for those of you 
who noticed the absence there was no corner. 

I am proud to belong to a country who was the first in the Arab 
and in the Third World to have a wo man minister of information. 

We can only feel proud when we see that a woman has been 
appointed for such a delicate position where she would direct and 
. control all the aspects of the mass media. 

We start to dream, when we bear that this lady has' on several 
occasions declared that she believes in more freedom for the press 
and a belter analysis of the existing problems in order to solve 
them. 

Let us dream of a free press able to positively criticise the current 
problems. A dynamic press released from its ties and able to fulfil 
its mission which is to inform, a press where all those in the Geld of 
information become worthy of this small * ‘revolution.** 

Yes let us dream because it seems that our dream is coming true. 


Clean environment: Best way to eradicate filariasis 


By Radhakrtshna Rao 

PONDICHERRY, India — A 
city-wide clean-up has all but era- 
dicated the debilitating, dis- 
figuring disease of filariasis in this 
former French colony on India's 
east coast. 

Until recently, the city of Pon- 
dicherry. south of Madras, was 
one of the world’s most filariasis- 
ridden areas. Poor urban san- 
itation. high humidity levels and 
inaction by the city authorities 
combined to make it an ideal bre- 
eding ground for mosquitoes. 

Lymphatic filariasis — as opp- 
osed to river blindness, in which 
flies carry the parasite — is caused 
by filarial worms injected into 
humans by culex mosquitoes. Unl- 
ike malaria parasites; these worms 
do not multiply in the human 
body. 

It- is the presence of millions of 
these creatures, moving, sec- 
reting. excreting and dying in the 
tissues which does immense dam- 
age. Thus, it takes thousands of 
bites to cause filariasis. and rep- 
eated reinfections can lead to the 
disfiguring disease of ele- 
phantiasis. in which legs swell gro- 
ssly. 

If insecticides are used to con- 
trol the disease, they must be used 
for the lifetime of the adult filarial 
worms: About 1 5 years. The drugs 
used against the disease are often 
more dangerous to people than 
the disease itself. 

The director of the Indian Cou- 
ncil of Medical-Research ( 1CMR}. 
Dr. V. RamaJingaswami. blames 
urban sprawl for creating con- 
ditions favourable to the spread of 
infection. The culex mosquito, 
unlike the malaria-carrying ano- 
pheles species, prefer to breed in 
latrines and sewage drains. 

300 million at risk 

One in five residents of Pon- 


dicherry carried the parasites, and 
random blood-smears showed 
that almost all Pondicherry res- 
idents annually suffered more 
than 1 .110(1 filariasis- infected 
bites. The disease normally takes 
hold after 1.500 bites. Altogether 
an estimated 300 million Indians 
are at risk. 

A 19«0 1CMR study blamed 
local sanitary conditions, which 
encouraged the breeding and pro- 
liferation of mosquitoes. Stagnant 
cesspools, contaminated water 
drains and open roadside pits har- 
boured an estimated 10 million 
culex mosquitoes. 

India took over administration 
of Pondicheny in 1954. and the 
tiny region became a Union Ter- 
ritory in 1962. The ICMR study 
found lo.ouo square metres 
(J ON. 000 square feet} of cisterns 
and cesspools in 60 square kil- 
ometres of urban area inhabited 
by 270.000 people. 

lCMR's Vector Control Res- 
earch Centre (VCRCJ — which 
claims to be the only medical ins- 
titute in the world devoted exc-‘ 
lusively to research into vector 
(disease carrier; control — lau- 
nched a public health programme 
based not on drugs or pesticides 
(to which mosquitoes had dev- 
eloped resistance] but on simply 
cleaning up the local environment. 

Educational campaign 

With the help of local people, 
public health authorities and the 
Public- Works Department 
(PWDJ, VCRC launched a roas^ 
sive education campaign on radio, 
cinema and TV. using colourful 
hoardings and cinema slides exh- 
orting people to drive out mos- 
quitoes by cleaning up their nei- 
ghbourhoods. 

The campaign became one of 
the biggest sanitation programmes 
in India. Some 50 kilometre of 


covered drains, used for years as 
garbage dumps, were unclogged 
and flushed out with saltwater 
brought in tankers from the sea. 
The sea water both removed mos- 
quito breeding sites and restored 
the flow in the drains. 

Thousands of septic tanks were 
chlorinated, roadside pits filled 
and lids put on the cement tanks 
used for storing water outside bui- 
lding sites. The single biggest bre- 
eding ground, a 200-hectare 
( 5UU~acre } swamp, was emptied of 
sewage, which was pumped into 
the sea over a period of months. 
Once an eyesore, the swamp has 
been turned into a public park 
planted in pines. 

- Encouraged by VCRC. the 
Pondicheny city authorities cle- 


aned up the Mjuatter settlements, 
inhabited mainly by manual lab- 
ourers. on the outskirts of Pon- 
dicheery. Lacking approach 
roads, drainage and a sewage dis- 
posal system, they also harboured 
mosquitoes. 

With two years - still to run. the 
five-year VCRC project has alr- 
eady been an unqualified success. 
There are far ferwer mosquitoes: 
mosquito bites have been reduced 
by xu per cent, and no fresh cases 
of filarial infection have been rep- 
orted. 

“All we have done in the three 
years of the filariasis control pro- 
ject is to manage sanitation and 
environment inclose co-operation 
with the municipal, health and 


town planning autorities”. said 
VCRC Project Director Dr. P.K. 
Rajagopalan. “And in every one 
of the cleaning operations people 
were actively involved, as they 
were already seeing benefits." 

VCRC is now considering ext- 
ending the project to fight malaria 
in the rural belts of Pondicherry. 
For semi-literate and illiterate 
rural people, who look with sce- 
pticism upon pesticides and drugs. 
VCRCs “environmental app- 
roach” is thought to have con- 
siderable appeal. It also provides a 
lesson further afield to other Third 
World countries suffering the eff- 
ects of seemingly uncontrollable 
tropical epidemics. — Eanhscan 
feature. 



The mosquitoes which expose 300 million Indians to the debilitating disease filariasis breed in latrines 
and open drains like this one (Earthscan photo) 
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Dotty at tha Crown Rotfcuorio 
Arnmort Finest Restaurant 
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Daily at • 

AL MADAFA 

— Luncheon Buffet 
— Tea Time, from 4-6 p.m. 


for Ret. Call 660000/15 


CHINA 
RESTAURAN 

ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 1 1.30 - 3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman! 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 




SHAKHSHIR 


T ? -%ent A Car” 


VlMflA 

668958 


Join the Inn Crowd at 


Nightly 
7.p.m. to 
Midnight 
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MIRAMAR 

HOTEL 

Aqaba 

Room rates: 

Single JD 8.- 

DouMe JD 11.- 

Triple JD 14- 

FamUy apartment JD 20.- 

Condnental breakfast Inc- 
luded 

Special rates for monthly res- 
idents and groups. 
PfaMaeaN taJ: 4339 - 4341 - 
Aqaba 

Telex: 62275 


AMMAN AND AQABA 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines and 
take away 

For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish, 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2.500 
Fully airconditioned 

Amman Aqaba 


Amman 

Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 
Wadi Saqra Road 
Near Holiday Inn Hotel 


^CHINESEi 

Restaurant 

TAIWAN 

TOURISTTO 

3rd Circle, JabaJ Amman 
Opp. Akjlah Hospital 
Try our specialities 
Peking Duck 
and Flaming Pol 
also Traditional Chinese dishes 
Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

&30 p.m. - midnight 

Tel. 41093 


Tel. 4633 P.O. Box 598 
Amman Road 
Near the Main Circle 


SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM- 

ZBTfmi 

☆ Living rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

☆ Bedroom sets 

☆ \A/all units 

☆ L ighting fixtures 
.☆ClubS for children 

☆Mociern Danish design . Tne youtnfu, 
,*^ a t h e^hdscery style an 

☆ Danish-Pack Homes ' 

☆Tax-free if applicable 0ye 0 

Tel. 663890 Civil defence street 
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Lendl, McEnroe to clash 
in Masters tennis final 


NEW YORK (R) — Defending champion Ivan Lendl 
overpowered Jimmy Connors and John McEnroe 
beat Mats Wilander Saturday to set up a repeat of 
last year’s Grand Prix Masters tennis tournament 
final. 


The outcome of the final could 
be the determining factor in the 
number one ranking for !UX3. 
since the Masters is included in 
deciding the previous year's ran- 
kings. 

Lendi. who finished the year 
ranked second behind McEnroe in 
the Association of Tennis Pro- 
fessionals (ATP i rankings. lost 
three more games than he had in 
routing Connors in last year's sem- 
ifinal when he won 6-3. 6-4 Sat- 
urday. 

McEnroe’s 6-2. 6-4 triumph 
over Wilander went some way to 
avenging three successive defeats 
by the ly-year-old Swede, who 
was ranked fourth at the end of 
1983. one notch below Connors. 

Lendl hammered McEnroe 6-4. 
6-4. 6-2 to collect his second suc- 
cessive Masters title last January 
for his seventh straight victory 
over the New Yorker. But McE- 
nroe has won three of their last 
four clashes. 

As in last year’s semifinal, the 
31 -year-old Connors could not 
cope with Lendl's withering gro- 
undstrokes and powerful service. 

LendL in reaching the final for 
the fourth successive year — he 
lost to Bjorn Borg in his first Mas- 
ters final in 198! — rarely ven- 
tured to the net. But he was dom- 
inant from the baseline, pounding 
a fierce barrage of groundstrokes 
deep into both corners, many for 
outright winners. 

And he was almost as awesome 
from the service line, drilling in 
five aces and nearly a dozen ser- 
vice winners. 

Connors, who beat Lendl in the 
final of the last two U.S. Opens, 
played spectacularly at times. He 
often passed Lendl with gro- 
undstroke winners and scored at 
the net with his punishing volley. 

But time and again he let him- 
self down with approach shot err- 
ors. particularly off the forehand. 

Lendl opened up a 5-0 lead in 
the first set on three service bre- 
aks. Connors battled back to 3-5 
and had Lendl at 15-10 on his ser- 


vice in the ninth game. 

But then Lendl, in a masterful 
display of power tennis, recovered 
to take the set with a backhand 
crosscourt passing shot, an ace. an 
unreturnable serve and a fore hand 
smash. 

Lendl never lost his service in 
the second set. yielding only six 
points in five service games. Con- 
nors dropped his serve once, in the 
third game, and that break proved 
decisive. 

After going ahead 3U-love in 
that game. Connors fought off 
four breakpoints before Lendl 
broke through when Connors 
drove a lob lone and the Cze-, 
choslovak scored with a deft bac- 
khand crosscourt volley. 

Lendl said his service was a 
major factor in his fourth victory 
over Connors in 15 meetings. “I 
served more aces than usual aga- 
inst him." Lendl said. “It must be 
the garden, because it only hap- 
pens here." 

Asked about the match against 
McEnroe. Lendl said: “It all dep- 
ends on how well I return his serve 
and how well 1 serve.” 

Connors said the ninth game of 
the first set when be failed to cap- 
italise on a 1 5-40 lead, was crucial. 
“ If 1 had won that one. it could 
have been different. He was ner- 
vous at that point.” 

Connors said he felt he had pla- 
yed well, but lacked some of his 
usual fire. 

“I wasn't getting too much 
sting on the ball and couldn’t put 
enough pressure on him." he said. 

Wilander s defeat appeared to 
end any chances he harboured of 
being named the world's number 
one player for 1983 by an Int- 
ernational Tennis Federation 
panel next week. 

It also strengthened the 24- 
year-old McEnroe's claim to the 
top ranking, although he has said 
he did not feel the outcome of the 
Masters should affect the panel's 
choice of number one. 


CAR FOR SALE 


A warm white 1980 Mitsubishi Gallant Sapporo (Cryster), 
2000 c.c., automatic, air conditioned, customs duty paid 
and in a very good condition is to be sold for JD 2,800 as a 
final price. 

If interested please call tel- 670072 


FOR RENT 

A 4-storey building of eight apartments with lift and 
independent central heating for each apartment. Each 
apartment has an area of 185 square metres, con- 
sisting of three bedrooms, three bathrooms and other 
amenities. 

Annual rent for the whole building JD 25,000. 

Location: between 6th and 7th Circles, near the Public 
Security Housing Estate. 

For more details call Tel.: 30810 


COLD, TIRED, NEED REST. 

Holiday Inn Aqaba Can Make 
It Better For You. 

Special Offer At 20 Degrees 
And More, 

J-D 11,5 On Half Board Per Person 
in A Double Room. 

J.D4.5 Per Child Below 12 
(H/B) In The Same Room. 

HOLIDAY INN 
AQABA, 

ABETTER 
PLACE TO BE. 

February & March 



Saturday's victory was McE- 
nroe's second over Wilander in 
five meetings. His first triumph 
was also indoors, in a memorable 
five-set Davis Cup struggle in St. 
Louis. Missouri, two years ago. 

But then last year Wilander 
beat McEnroe on all three occ- 
asions that they met — on clay in 
the French Open, on cement in 
Cincinnati and on grass in the sem- 
ifinals of last month's Australian 
Open, which the Swede went on to 
win. 

Wilander did not play badly 
Saturday, though he did have tro- 
uble with his first serve for much- 
of the match watched by a capacity 
crowd in Madison Square Carden. 

He was unlucky to find McE- 
nroe in excellent form. The New 
Yorker varied Lhe pace of his gro- 
undstrokes throughout, while 
keeping Wilander off balance with 
the depth and angles of his shots. 
He also volleyed well and was ste- 
adier from the baseline. 

As usual. McEnroe seemed to 
thrive on adversity. After taking a 
3-2 lead in the opening set on a 
service break in the fifth game, he 
fell behind love-3(J in each of the 
next three games but recovered 
each time to win. 

Wilander was unable to reach 
breakpoint on McEnroe's serve in 
the set. winning only six points 
during the American's four ser- 
vice games. 

Wilander. who finished 1983 
fourth in the computer rankings 
behind McEnroe. Lendl and Con- 
nors. moved ahead 2-0 and 4-1 in 
ihe second set as he broke McE- 
nroe's wickedly angled service in 
the second and fourth games — 
the second time after five deuces. 

But then McEnroe, who had 
broken Wilander in the third 
game, broke again in the seventh 
and ninth games, mainly feeding 
off errors on the Swede's bac- 
khand. his best stroke. McEnroe 
then served a love game for the 
match. 

The Wimbledon Champion, 
who kept his brittle temper in 
check through most of the match, 
said he felt that Wilander’ s defeat 
precluded any claim by the Swede 
to the 1983 top ranking. 

“If this is to count for Last year, 
it would be difficult to have him 
ahead of me." he said. 

McEnroe said he was highly 
motivated to beat Wilander. who 
won nine Grand Prix events last 
year, more than twice as many as 
any other player. 

14 1 had lost to him three straight 
times, and 1 didn't want that to 
continue." said McEnroe, who 
won his only Masters title in 1 979. 
“1 don’t know if he was mentally 
ready (for the Masters), since he 
had to play Davis Cup in Dec- 
ember." 

Wilander said he felt that if 
McEnroe won the final, he des- 
erved the 1983 top ranking. 

“ My backhand didn't work well 
today, and his backhand worked 
very wett." Wilander said. “ He got 
it deep, and he served very good, 
better than he did in the Aus- 
tralian Open." 


Mancini mangles Chacon in 3 rounds 


RENO, Nevada (Rj — Ray 
'Boom Boom' Mancini thwarted 
Bobby Chacon’s bid for a third 
world crown Saturday night, tak- 
ing just three rounds to suc- 
cessfully retain his World Boxing 
Association (WBAl lightweight 
title. 

Referee Richard Steele stopped 
the bout at 1:1 7 of the third round 
after Mancini landed a crushing 
right to Chacon’s face that drew 
blood from a newly-opened gash 
and made the 32-year-old cha- 
llenger’s knees buckle. 

Mancini. 22. had pinned Cha- 
con on the ropes and was piling in 
a barrage of unanswered blows 
when Steele stepped in. taking a 
right-hand punch himself in the 
process. 

Chacon, hoping to become only 
the eighth boxer to win world titles 
in three weight divisions, did not 
appear upset by the referee’s dec- 
ision. But many of the. 11. 104 fans . 
lodged their disapproval by sho- . 
wering the ring with debris. 


Mancini took charge of the sch- 
eduled 15-round fight from the 
second round. His heavy blows to 
the head and relentless pressure 
stopped Chacon counterpunching 
his way into the match. 

Mancini jarred Chacon with 
lefts to the head throughout the 
second round. At the beLL the cha- 
llenger had a nick on the outside of 
his right eye and was bleeding 
from the nose. 

The champion put his fellow 
American challenger on the ropes 
at the start of the third and buc- 
kled the challengers knees with a 
left to the head. 

Chacon, whose punches lacked 
power, offered little in the way of a 
counter attack. ManeinFs furious 
onslaught continued until the ref- 
eree signalled it was all over. 

Mancini who like Chacon cuts 
easily, had only a slight lump over 
his left eye. 

The victory improved ManeinFs 
record to 29-1. It was the fourth - , 
defence of the title he won in May . 


1982. 

Chacon, who won the World 
Boxing Council (WBC) fea- 
therweight title in 1974 and the 
WBC junior lightweight crown in 
1982. now has a 52-7-1 record. ' 

M anc ini received SI 3m purse 
while Chacon collected S720.0U0. 

After the fight Mancini. who 
weighed in at 134 pounds (60.8 
kg}. said he thought the referee 
was right to stop the contest. “He 
(Chacon) was hurt and blood was 
getting in his eye," the champion 
said. 

“I felt he didn't have the 
strength. He wasn’t stinging me." 
Mancini added. 

Chacon, who said before the 
fight that if he lost he would retire, 
had 10 stitches put into his cuts. 

Chacon, who weighed 133% 
pounds (60.7 kg!, took a different 
view of his ring future after his 
defeat. “If I stay in shape Til keep 
going. If I get out of shape TU def- 
initely quit." He said. 


McCrory makes smashing 1st. -title defence 


DETROIT (R) — Milton McC- 
rory stopped fellow -American 
Milton Guest in the sixth round of 
their scheduled 12-round bout 
Saturday in the first defence of his 
World Boxing Council (WBC) 
welterweight title. 

McCrory sent Guest to the 
canvas twice in the first round, 
once in the fourth, and the cha- 
llenger had barely beaten a sixth 
round count when referee Zack 
Clayton stopped the contest. 

The victory improved McC- 
rory' s record to 22-0-1. It was 
Guest’s second defeat against 17 
victories. 

McCrory. on the attack from 
the start, landed a left hook flush 
on Guest’s jaw early in the first 
round and sent him sprawling to 
the canvas. He got to his feet at the 


count of nine and went down again 
near the end of the round from a 
furious combination. 

McCrory continued to press the 
action, landing almost at will with 
his chief weapons a crunching left 
hook and straight right. 

Guest hit the floor for the third 
time just before the end of the fou- 
rth round when McCrory con- 
nected with a hard right. 

McCrory continued to dom- 
inate the action and pummelled 
the challenger the rest of the way 
before finishing him off. 

McCrory won his title last Aug- 
ust 13 in Las Vegas with a split 
points decision over Colin Jones 
of Wales. Jones and McCrory had 
fought to a draw in March in an 
elimination bout for the title vac- 


ated by the retirement of Sugar 
Ray Leonard. 

McCrory said after Saturday 
night's fight he was eager to meet 
Leonard, who is making a ring 
comeback. 

“I'm ready for Leonard. I'm the 
champion. He's the challenger. 
He's the one fighting a tune-up" 

Leonard's first return fight will 
be against Kevin Howard in Las 
Vegas on February 24. 

McCrory’ s purse for this title 
■defence was S250.U00. Guest was 
paid 40.000. 

GuSst was at the welterweight 
division limit of 147 pounds (66.7 
kg) at the weigh-in. McCrory was 
a half-pound [22 kg] over and 
shadow-boxed for 30 minutes to 
make the weight. 


Carl Lewis to compete in 
Osaka indoor meeting 


OSAKA. Japan I R) — American 
Carl Lewis, winner of three gold 
medals at the World Athletics 
Championships last year, will be 
one of 120 athletes from 10 nat- 
ions competing at an indoor mee- 
ting here Monday. 


Lewis, who won the 1 00 metres 
world titiein Helsinki last August- 
will run in the 60 metres against 
Don Ouarrie of Jamaica and Can- 
adian Desai Williams, organising 

comriittee officials said. 


Mandlikova, Navratilova in final 


OAKLAND. California (R) — 
Czechoslovakia’s Hana Man- 
dlikova added to her string of 
upset wins in Lhe Oakland 
women's tennis tournament top- 
pling third seeded American Pam 
Shriver 6-2. 6-3 in their semifinal 
here Saturday night 
American world number one 
Martina Navratilova destroyed 
Czechoslovak Helena Sukova 6-2. 
6-1 to gain the final of the 
5 1 50.000 event 
On Friday, the seventh-seeded 
Mandlikova ousted number two 
seed Andrea Jaeger of the United 
States after winning her first tou- 
rnament in two years the week 
before. 


Navratilova's victory extended 
her consecutive wins to 54. one 
short of her compatriot Chris 
Lloyd’s record. 


Saltz of U.S. 
wins Auckland 
Grand Prix 

AUCKLAND. New Zealand (R) 
— Danny SaJtz of the United Sta- 
tes won the Auckland Grand Prix 
Tennis Tournament beating his 
compatriot Chip Hooper 4-6. 6-3. 
6-4. 6-4 in the final here on Sun- 
day. 


Mexico beats 
Venezuela 
in Davis Cup 

CARACAS. Venezuela (AJM — 
The Mexican tennis team cla- 
ssified Saturday for the second 
round of eliminations of the first 
stage of the Davis Cup tennis after 
beating Venezuela in a doubles 
game. 

Mexicans Fernando Perez Pas- 
cal and Alfonso Gonzalez def- 
eated the Venezuelan couple of 
Inaki Calvo and Jorge Andrews in 
a three set game 6-4. 6-4, 6-4. 

Mexico and Venezuela needed 
three points to get into the second 
round of eliminations. Each game 
counted as one point. 

Mexico beat Venezuela twice 
Friday in singles games. 

Mexican Francisco Maciel beat 
local Fabio Mion Bet 8-6, 6-3, 
6-1. while Mexican Fernando 
Perez Pascal defeated local Inaki 
Calvo 9-7. 4-6. 5-7. 6-4, 6-2 after 
four hours playing. 

Saturday the Mexican couple of 
Perez Pascal -Gonzalez beat the 
Venezuelan couple of Calvo- 
Andrews. who did not lose a game 
in three years. 





DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Ground floor consisting of two bedrooms, large salon, 
dining room, storage room, and a modem kitchen equ- 
ipped with full automatic washing machine and dis- 
hwasher. With terrace, well kept garden, private tel- 
ephone, separate entrance and central heating. 

Location: 5th Circle. Umm Uthaina 

Tel: 812440, 818485 


TO FOREIGN CONTRACTORS 

Whenever steel goods are required in any quantity/ 
specifications which may be unavailable in the local 
market, we will be pleased to provide you with our best 
possible offers Candf Akaba. We also have reliable 
sources of supply for the prompt shipment from Eur- 
ope of a wide variety of steel goods. 

Please call: Zaln Trading Company, tel: 36338, telex: 
21432 ZAINCO JO. First floor, Kaffaf Centre, King 
Hussein Street, Amman. 






Rain halts Australian bid 
to; reach Pakistani target 


BRITISH EMBASSY 

Annual notice to all British nationals living in 
Jordan 


???Have you registered with the British Embassy??? 
If you are a British citizen and live in Jordan please 
contact the British Embassy Consular Section in order 
to obtain a registration form. 

If you have been registered for a year or more and have 
not confirmed your continuing presence in Jordan, 
please do so by contacting the. Consular Section as 
soon as possible. Please also notify the Consular Sec- 
tion about any changes of address and/or telephone 
number. 

If you are a citizen of a Commonwealth country which 
does not have an Embassy or Consulate in Jordan 
please ask the British Embassy Consular Section 
about registration formalities. 

The British Embassy is located on Third Circle in 
Jabai Amman. The telephone number is 41261 - 68, 
and the Post Office Box number is 87. 

The Embassy is open from Sunday until Thursday 
08.30 - 13.30 hours. 


FOR RENT 

A second floor deluxe apartment of 1 30 sq uare metres. 
Can be rented furnished or unfurnished. 

Please call Tel.: 676013, Amman 


A TOUCH OF LUXURY 
FURNISHED FLATS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

A whole building consisting of eight flats. Two and 
three bedrooms, ail with Italian deluxe furniture and 
wall-to-wali carpeting. 

Living room, dining room and sitting roam sets, fully 
equipped modem kitchen. 

Two large bathrooms, two balconies, independent 
central heating, colour TV, radio, telephone, baby cots, 
garden for outdoor living, playground for children, 
elevator, private parking, water reservoir, cleaning and 
valet services, with many additional facilities. 

Location: Shmeisani - Um-Uthaina 

For more inquiries, call; 811447 
Tarek Aboudi: 39158 


BRISBANE (R) — Heavy rain 
washed out Australia's bid to beat 
Pakistan’s 184 for six in a World 
Series Cricket Cup match here on 
Sunday. 

The game was abandoned as a 
draw after the Australians scored 
15 for no wicket in four overs. 
They had been set a target of 4.38 
runs an over in a match reduced by 
rain to 42 overs-a-side. 

Both teams had to settle for a 
point each in the triangular com-, 
petition, putting them on three 
points, one behind the West Indies 
who have won two of their three 
games. 

The Pakistanis, who had won 
only one of their three games bef- 
ore Sunday, started disastrously 
after Kim Hughes had asked them 
to bat first in damp, overcast con- 
ditions on a pitch later criticised by 
both captains. 

They lost their first three wic- 
kets for 30 as pacemen Geoff 
Lawson. Carl Rackemann and 
Rodney Hogg exploited the con- 
ditions. 

Mudassar Nazar, top scorer in 
Saturday's defeat by the West Ind- 
ies. Mohsin Khan and Javed Mia- 
□dad all went cheaply before 
Oastm Omar and Mansoor Akh- 
tar checked the rot. 

They put on 86 in 78 minutes 
for the fourth wicket and were just 


beginning to cut loose when rain, 
stopped play at 108 for three. The' 
pair added only another eight 
after the resumption before Omar ; 
was run out for 40. . 

Imran Khan joined Mansoor 
and he hit a couple of tremendous 
sixes in a swashbuckling innings of 
26 before both went to Rodney- 
Hogg in one over. Mansoor was 
top scorer with 47. 

The compiling of 76 runs in just 
over 1 1 overs after the umpires 
had reduced the innings to 42 
overs put the Pakistani sin a strong 
position to pick up their second 
cop win. 

B ut after Greg Ritchie and Kep- 
ler Wessels had scored 15 in four 
overs the rain returned and the 
21,000 capacity crowd went home 
disappointed. 

Hughes said later: “Even wit- 
hout ihe rain it's a tragedy that 
such a large crowd has to watch 
one-day cricket on such a pitch. It 
was just not good enough." 

Both Hughes and Imran said 
there was too much grass on the 
wicket and batting would have 
been difficult even in ideal wea- 
ther conditions. 

The Australians, who have pla- 
yed one game less than the Pak- 
istanis, take on the West Indies in 
Sydney on Tuesday. 


Johnson gives U.S. their 
first men’s downhill 


WENGEN, Switzerland (R) — 
J3 ill Johnson overcame his nerves 
and a near spill to win the Lau- 
berhorn classic here Sunday, sco- 
ring the fust American victory in a 
men’s World Ski Cup downhill. 

Starting 21st in difficult con- 
ditions. he outraced the field of 
established downhill stars at an 
average speed of 96.24 kph to 
clock two minutes 10.89 seconds. 

“I knew I could win a World 
Cup race. I had a 50-dollar bet on 
my victory with my trainer and 
now its double or quits for the next 
downhill in Kitzbuehel," said the 
23-year-old fro nr Los Angeles, 
whose previous best was third last 


winter. 

Second was another outsider. 
Austria's Anton Steiner, followed 
by team-mate Erwin Resch. 
Resch. winner of the Schladming 
downhill last month, was the only 
early starting favourite to succeed 
on a course which had to be sho- 
rtened by 7R2 metres to 3.499 
metres with a vertical drop of 853 
metres because of strong winds on 
the mountain crest 

Italian Michael Mair. third m 
the last downhill in Laax, Swi- 
tzerland. was fourth Sunday, con- 
firming his return to form after 
injuring a knee and a shoulder in a 
training spill at Schladming. 


Hess snatches slalom title 


MARIBOR, Yugoslavia (R) — 
Erika Hess of Switzerland sna- 
tched victory-in a women's World 
Cup slalom- here Sunday, as top 
rivals T amara McKinney and Chr- 
istian Cooper looked set for an 
American triumph. 

Hess recovered from an initial 
mistake in the rough upper section 
of the second leg to sweep through 
the finish of the twisting 50-gate 
course in 4 3.94 seconds and a total 
time of one minute 26.94 seconds. 

It was six-hundredths of a sec- 
ond faster than McKinney, the 
reigning World Cup champion. 


and forced Cooper, the" fastest 
over the first 50-gate leg. into 
.third place with 1:27.10. 

Hess, congratulated ruefully by 
the two Americans, who had alr- 
eady started posing for pictures in 
the finish area, offered a mock 
apology. “Iam really sorry." she 
beamed. “I don’t believe it. I 
made a bad mistake at the top but 
somehow made up for it." 

She said she had taken a devil- 
may-care attitude, throwing eve- 
rything into the second leg after a 
faulty, first run which left her m 
eighth place. 


Hearns title bout delayed 

DETROIT (R) — Thomas Hearm? defence of his World Boxing 
Council (WBC) super welterweight title against Luigi Minch illo of 
Italy has been postponed and moved from Las Vegas to Detroit, the 
promoter said. 

The bout, originally set for January 27 at Caesars Palace, will be 
staged on February 1 1 at the Joe Louis arena. 


REQUIRED 

A foreign company is looking for a young architect dec- 
orator or designer with whom to’ share an office rent. 

We already have good working proposals 

If interested please contact Tel. 668501 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 3:30 - 7 p.m. 


DEMANDE SECRETAIRE 

Firme et range re installs© a Amman demands sec- 
retaire, mi-temps, Francais, Anglais avec bonne exp- 
erience. 

Pour Info. Tel: 816270 


FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
FLAT FOR RENT 

A deluxe furnished or unfurnished flat with te lephone consisting of 
two bed - oms, salon, sitting and dining room with two verandas 
facilitlus, central heating. 

Jabai Amman, Second Circle, down the Lebanese Embassy, second 
street to the right * 

Can tel: 24556/25145, Amman 
N.3. Please reserve questions on rent until flat is viewed. 


pELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT: 

SteTng S ^ Plan livins/dir,ina area ’ ' 

Lovely residential area, 4th Circle, Jabai Amman. 

DELUXE UNFURNISHED APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, open pianliving/dining area, 
individual central heating. 

Modem residential area, Umm Utheina.- 

Call: 817188 from 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. to 6 pjn. — — 
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states cut 
help for poor nations 


WASHINGTON lR' — Donor 
countries Saturday agreed on a 
substantial cut in funds for the Int- 
ernational- Development Ass- 
ociation (IDA;, a World Bank aff- 
iliate which helps the poorest cou- 
ntries. 

The appropriation was set at SO 
billion over the next' 3 years. 

IDA funding had been running 
at about M2 billion over the 3 
years ending on June 3u. with 'A 
from the United States. 

Citing budgetary problems and 
insisting that Congress would not 
approve a larger amount, the Uni- 
ted States said it would contribute 
only-750 million a year in the next 
3 years. 

The 33 countries, after 3 days of 
intense and sometimes stormy 
debate, said however that some 
attempt over the next few months 
should be taken to establish a sup- 
plementary hind. 

-The decision was a bitter dis- 
appointment for World Baok Pre- 
sident Tom Clausen, former Bank 
of America chairman- who had 
been pressing wealthy countries to 
increase their help because of dire 
need in poverty-stricken regions. 

“1 think that it is both sad and 


disappointing that we could not 
reach agreement on more than 5 m 
billion today.” Mr. Clausen told a 
news conference. 

He said the World Bank would 
press countries that have indicated 
some willingness, to set up a par- 
allel or supplementary fund to 
reach an agreement but did not 
know how much additional money 
would be obtained.. 

“ We will spare no effort to sec- 
ure such additional funds in the 
coming months.” Mr. Clausen 
said. 

The cut in funding, which bec- 
omes effective on July 1 this year, 
•will require the IDA to review its 
lending policy to determine where 
reductions can be made. 

But Mr. Clausen said there 
would be no change in loan con- 
ditions. 

The IDA lends money for 50 
years and charges no interest. 

There have been suggestions 
that countries pay at least a small 
amount of interest and that the 
loan maturity should be cut. 

“In the weeks ahead we shall 
conduct an intense review of our 
lending plans to determine the 


wisest ways of using the limited 
IDA resources ihaTwill be ava- 
ilable in the coming years," Mr. 
Clausen said. 

While the U.S. role in the IDA 
was somewhat reduced, Japan inc- 
reased its stake — an action that 
will eventually be reflected in its 
ranking at the World Bank. 

Japan had been number 5 'but 
will now become number 2 behind 
the United States. Mr. Clausen 
said. 

Washington had been signalling 
for about a year that it would cut 
its funds for the IDA because 
Congress would not go along with 
increased spending at a time when 
the United States was running 
record 5200 billion budget def- 
icits. 

Congressmen have often cri- 
ticised the IDA because loans 
sometimes go to countries opp- 
osed to U.S. foreign policy. 

At the same time. Washington 
has been making the point that 
since IDA funds were for long- 
term projects such as road bui- 
lding. increased funding would do ' 
little to bring the Third World out 
of the worst recession since the 
1 930s. 


Bonn starts privatising state firms 


BONN (R) — Chancellor Helmut Kohl's centre- 
right government, committed to giving private ent- 
erprise a bigger say in the economy, makes a start 
this week on privatising West Germany’s state- 
owned companies. 


South Korea enters car 
market in North America 


TORONTO (R! - -South Korea's 
push to become a force in the ind- 
ustrial world is taking a new turn 
with efforts to break into the cro- 
wded North American car market. 

Already a major steelmaker 
and shipbuilder. South Korea is 
now aiming to woo North Ame- 
rican car-buyers with keen prices. 

Canada is the first target for 
Korea’s biggest carmaker. Hyu- 
ndai. but industry analysts believe 
success here will be followed by a 
move into the United States in 2 to 
3 years. 

The small 4-cylinder Hyundai 
Pony, which went on sale in Can- 
ada on Jan. 12. has impressed the 
dealers. One said it had “japan 
quality written aU over it.” 

The president of Hyundai Auto 
Canada, vlr. S:H. Park, says the 
company .intends* to sell as-Jdasr 1 ' 
5 *! M J. .Ppnys in .Canada in 

He acknowledged that Hyundai 
had set its sights on the United 
States, but said it planned to move 
slowly. 

Japanese penetration of the 
North American market is under 
no imminent threat, but the 
Pony’s base price of 5.795 Can- 
adian dollars (54.635 will be one 
ol the lowest and at a time when 
Japanese cars are losing their rep- 
utation for low prices. 


Industry analysts say the Jap- 
anese are moving away from the 
low cost end of the market bec- 
ause of import restrictions imp- 
osed by the Canadian gov- 
ernment. 

Co. intends to raise capacity 

Any major expansion plans by 
Hyundai would be limited .by the 
company’s current capacity to 
build care, they say: But the com- 
pany said in Seoul it intended to 
raise capacity from over HKi.ilftll 
cars a year to 390JJOO by 1 9X6 to 
cater for its push overseas arid 
growing domestic demand. 

Hyundai President Chung. 
Se-Yung says South Korea has 
reached the “car age” and expects 
doiqestic, growths 25 to 3li per- 
.cent^-year Koreans' 
er\joy a higher standard ©Hiving: 

Cars cost about 3 limbs per cap^' 
ita Gross National Product (GNP 1 
in Korea against about half per 
capita GNP in the United Stales 
and Japan. 

Petrol is a high S3 cents a litre 
(53.7s a gallon: and harsh traffic 
laws encouraged owners to emp- 
loy drivers. But changes mean that 
those who commit a minor traffic 
offence are no longer held in cus- 
tody until guilt is established. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 
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”1 wanted to surprise Uncle Stanley by giving the 
car an oil change. But I couldn't find any oil, 
so I used shortening." 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
(our ordinary words. 


| THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


WOSON 


I 




r 



MRIgtegg A ,I» wu 

1 “ 

RIGMY 



_ 

zc 

_ 



r*' 


install 



18 


ANGAME 


ZC 




Now arrange the ended letters to - 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: THE If T t *TTTT1 


Yesterday's 


-a!"* 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: SILKY PEONY MENACE SMUDGE 
Answer What should a sword swallower eat when he’s 
on a diet? — PINS & NEEDLES ; 


Government incentives of 19X1 
were partially negated last year 
when a 5 per cem excise tax was 
reinstated, but the Korean motor 
industry continues to boom. 

Hyundai is expected to have 
built about I Itl.iHKi cars in 19X3 
after 9il.(it>0 in [9X2. 

The Daewoo Motor Company, 
a joint venture with General vict- 
ors of the United States, showed 
spectacular growth. 

Output was expected lobe close 
to 4U.Utm in 1 9X3. after 22.IHW in 
19X2. and it has plans to boost 
capacity to an annual 3l)ti.t)IKL 

As part of its push for bigger 
production and sales. Hyundai is 
buying technology from Japan's 
Mitsubishi Motors. But although 
.this will be used to build a car sui- 
table' to.eXRttfcJtfC. .Chung hel- 
lieSefc/o^gn^os^uaM.remain &•- 
.second, -priomVj icunahe Korea® . 
industry fof anothfef 5 to 1 0 years/ 

Hyundai's exports accounted 
for about 1 4 per cem of its sales in 
the first 9 months of 19X3. down 
from 1 7 per cent in 1 9X2. 

For Daewoo, exports were less 
than 1 per cem of sales. 

Major exports go to 
Third World 

Most exports have gone to the 
Third World, but the Hyundai 
Pony, which has been built since 
1976. is also sold in Europe. 

In Canada. Hyundai says it 
plans to start with a network of 50 
dealers and build up to 150 over 
the next few years. 

But Korean industrialistsdonot 
expect their care to become a 
common sight overseas in the 
immediate future. 


From Monday West Germans 
will be able to buy shares in the 
state energy group Veba. the cou- 
ntry's biggest industrial concern 
whose turnover last year was 
about billion marks (517.N bil- 
lion'-. 

The move follows similar sales 
by the British Conservative gov- 
ernment but contrasts with inc- 
reasing state control of the eco- 
nomy in France under its socialist 
administration. 

Bonn expects to raise about KOO 
million marks (52X4 million! from 
the Veba sale, its first move to 
unload state holdings since 1961. 

The package offered amounts 
to 13.75 per cem of total Veba . 
shares and will reduce the state's 
holding to 3(1 per cent. 

A special tax concession will be 
allowed on a portion of the shares 
reserved for people with low inc- 
omes. 

An announcement on Friday 
that unreserved shares had aU 
been subscribed for indicated the 
strong interest in the deal. 

The federal government owns 
outright or has interests in 95 X 
companies which employ over 
2(K).(H)U people altogether and 


make a quarter of a billion marks 
(5Xy million' profit yearly. 

The West German state is less 
directly involved in industry than 
are most other European eco- 
nomies and runs most of its int- 
erests like privately-owned firms. 

Holdings range from heavy ind- 
ustries such as steel and shi- 
pbuilding to aerospace and high- 
technoiogy industries and even 
run to alpine clinics, canal com- 
panies and menageries. 

Mr. Siolienberg described the 
Veba sale as a sign of the 15- 
month-old government's det- 
ermination to* scrutinise all state 
holdings to see whether they still 
made sense. 

The Kohl coaiition.which suc- 
ceeded 13 years of socialist-led 
govern menu has reined back state 
spending and seeks to boost pri- 
vate initiative to meet the cha- 
llenge posed by new technologies 
as traditional industries decline. 

Spelling out government thi- 
nking recently. Economics Min- 
ister Otto Lambsdorff said: “there 
is no other course than the market 
economy.” 

“The division between state and 
private responsibilities must be 


defined more clearly — - more in 
favour of the private sector - to 
remove fears of state takeover, 
intervention or unfair com- 
petition." he said. 

A special committee is studying 
state firms with a view to possible 
privatisation and is due to report 
on its findings in late spring or 
early summer. 

After announcing its div- 
estment plans for Veba last year. 
Bonn studiously avoided naming 
other likely candidates. 

But Finance Ministry State Sec- 
retary Friedrich Voss said last 
week the national airline Luf- 
thansa and the carmaker Vol- 
kswagen were the only 2 com- 
panies the government considered 
ready for the market at present. 

Mr. Voss said fresh decisions on 
selling off federal holdings would 
be made later this year, but new 
share sales would depend among 
other things on the state of the 
capital market. 

Proceeds of share sales could be 
used to prepare other state firms 
for the market, he said. 

Economic policy analysts, how- 
ever. see no signs of the gov- 
ernment fully divesting itself of 
any of the jewels in its industrial 
empire. 

Mr. Stoltenberg is on record as 
saying that a blocking minority of 
over 25 per cent in Lufthansa 
would be adequate instead of 
Bonn's current 75 per cent. 


Time is running out 
for Lebanese economy 


BEIRUT (R’ -- Lebanon's eco- 
nomy had displayed remarkable 
resilience through nearly 11 years 
of war and civil strife, but bankers 
and economists say it faces col- 
lapse unless a lasting political set- 
tlement is agreed soon. 

The government of President 
Amin Gemaycl. confronted by 
growing budget and balance of 
payments deficits, has had to turn 
increasingly to the central bank 
and commercial banks for fin- 
ancing as tax. customs and other 
revenues have declined. 

Commercial bankers estimate 
Lebanon's exports slumped to 
some 3.5 billion Lebanese pounds 
!|56-Hf5Ti*Hwii m +9H3; iV 

Heavy purchases of military 
equipment meanwhile helped 
push the import bill for the year to 

IX billion pounds (53.3U billion . 

Invisible earnings, such as ban- 
king income and transit fees for 
goods shipped through Lebanon, 
and remittances from Lebanese 
working abroad have traditionally 
offset the visible trade deficit. 

But last year net invisible ear- 
nings covered only half the 14 to 
15 billion pounds (52.57 to 52.75 
billion; trade shortfall. 

This left an overall 19X3 pay- 
ments deficit of some 7 billion 
poundS'(5 1 .2N billion’, compared 
with a surplus of 36i i million pou- 
nds (566 million in 19X2. 

The government's foreign debt 
is estimated at no more than 1 bil- 
lion pounds (5ixu million'. But 


domestic debt has soared to some 
21 billion pounds (53.X5 billion’, 
twice the level of end- 1 9X2. 

Of this. 15 billion pounds 
(52.75 billion is accounted fof by 
borrowing from commercial 
banks. 

Authoritative sources say the 
govern menl also borrowed 6 to 7 
billion pounds (5 1 .] u to 5 1 .2x bil- 
lion: from the central bank in 
19X2 to help meet its budget def- 
icit. 

On the plus side, however, they 
noted the country's foreign exc- 
hange reserves totalled between 
53 and 54 billion, with gold res- 
erved of over 9 million ounces 
\vdrtH some 53 .'45 bilfibn.’ * - 

The position of Lebanon's 1 00 
or more commercial banks rem- 
ains strong. Bankers noted that 
Lebanese pound deposits con- 
tinued to grow at an annual rate of 
around 25 per cent and foreign 
currency deposits by about X per 
cent. 

A major problem, however, is 
the growing proportion of non- 
performing debu loans on which 
no interest or capital repayments 
are being made. These are est- 
imated by some commercial ban- 
kers at up to 25 per cent of total 
loans. 

Bankers noted that most of the 
loans were fully secured against 
assets worth well above book val- 
ues. The problem would be whe- 
ther the situation in Lebanon 
would permit realisation of such 


assets in the event of loan defaults. 

Local bankers proudly point out 
that, despite the years of fighting 
and uncertainty, not one Leb- 
anese bank has ever gone under. 

•‘We've done better than the 
United States and Germany in 
that respecL” one banker said in a 
. reference to a spate of bank fai- 
lures in those 2 countries. 

Western bankers also pay tri- 
bute to the resilience and ing- 
enuity of Lebanese bankers. 
“They have more natural business 
flair, more talent for making 
money, than any people I’ve ever 
seen.” said one much-travelled 
American banker. 

As a vote of confidence in their 
soundness, major American 
banks have maintained their cre- 
dit lines with Lebanese banks. 

Their continuing strength had 
also been helped by their lack of 
exposure to the debt problems of 
South American and other Third 
World countries, bankers said. 

“But unless things settle down 
soon, the situation could be very 
different a year from now.” the 
American banker cautioned. 

Other bankers and economists 
also see this year as critical for the 
economy and banking system. 

One authoritative source said 
the economy could even recover 
quickly, given a lasting political 
settlement. He estimated Leb- 
anese businessmen had some 1 2 to 
15 billion pounds (52.20 to 52.75 
billion in deposits abroad. 


Peanuts 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK? 





HE CANT DO IT FOR 
VERY LONS, THOUGH. 


ALL THE SNOW RUSHES 
TO HIS HEAP! 



Mutt 6 n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 



Long-term national policy int- 
erests in key sectors such as energy 
also militate against any West 
German government rel- 
inquishing all its say in Veba. the 
analysts say. 

Despite his pleas for more pri- 
vate initiative. Mr. Kohl himself 
has said that sectors such as aer- 
ospace. shipbuilding, coal and 
steel are “national tasks". 

Nor is state control of the rai- 


lways and postal service being 
questioned seriously and officials 
in major public services react with 
surprise to enquiries about pos- 
sible moves to let the private sec- 
tor move into these fields. 

Current laws allow some 
publicly-owned monopolies to 
operate unchallenged by anti- 
trust regulations, and no moves 
are planned to change them. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 1914 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: Until noon, changes in 
your attitude and conditions about you will bring you 
a great deal more efficiency, so be alert to achieving this 
worthwhile purpose. Relax the rest of the day. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Extra care must be exer- 
cised in communicating with others and in travel today 
and tonight Make an-angements in the morning. 

. TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Come to a better 
understanding early on a monetary matter. Later, make 
calls and visits you have in mind. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Do not lose your temper 
in the morning so you can handle business affairs well 
and become more prosperous as a result. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) Don't worry 
about something that cannot be helped and get busy im- 
proving your appearance. Entertain this evening. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) One who likes to tease could 
make you angry, if you permit. Later, be with one you 
love for a romantic evening. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept- 22) Don’t take any chances 
with your reputation in the morning. Later, join a group 
affair that is to your liking. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Changing your perspec- 
tive in the morning could be wise. Later, do nothing that 
can downgrade you in the eyes of bigwigs. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Make sure you pay that 
annoying bill in the morning. Then you can get into 
whatever is contractive and profi table. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Steer clear of 
that annoying individual in the morning and then you 
can carry through with a wise plan. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Work may seem 
tedious in the morning, bug complete it and then you 
can get into more interesting activities. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Plan early for 
whatever pleasure you can easily afford. Then get right 
down to business and necessary tasks. 

PISCES I Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Don't enter into any 
argument sit home. Everything will work out well for 
you. whether at work or play. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be apt to be a little nervous and easily irritated, but soon 
gets over this phase to become outgoing and more sure 
of self. Slant the education along the lines of merchan- 
dising for the greatest amount of success. 

* * * 

"The Stars impel; they do not compel.” What you 
make of your life is largely up to you! 

1984, The McNaught Syndicate. Inc. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by May Mannix 


ACROSS 

33 —of 

57 Alleviates 

27 American 

1 Houston 

Cleves 

58 Too bad! 

painter 

athlete 

34 Scare word 

59 Site of 

28 Sudden 

6 Poorgoff 

35 Turns right 

Perry’s 

incursions 

stroke 

36 Excavation 

victory 

29 Pursy 

10 Fear. e.g. 

37 Chief 

60 Laughing 

30 Covers 

14 Horses 

38 islet 

61 Filches 

a lot of 

15 Mixture 

39 Frosted 

62 Legisla- 

ground 

16 Unusual 

41 Corrupting 

tors: abbr. 

31 Summer 

person 

influence 

63 Twists 

beverages 

17 That is 

43 Savants 


36 Vivacious 

18 Beverage 

45 Matt Dillon 

DOWN 

37 Digital 

20 Most dapper 46 Encircled 

1 Idithe 

annoyance 

22 Connections 47 Sleep 

tyrant 

39 Old Troy 


23 At sea like — 

24 Feds 48 Bogged 

25 Wooden pegs down 

28 Nuclear 51 Fishing 

apparatuses spoons 

32 French 55 Unconven- 

p resident’s tional 

residence persons 

Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 



2 A Thompson 

3 Weight 
allowance 

4 Uneasy 

5 Small 
aperture 

6 Give a 
leg up 

7 Very much 

8 Thread: Fr. 

9 Certain 
servant 

10 Convincing 

11 Against 

12 Hammer 
head 

13 Periods 
of time 

19 Kinswoman 

21 Latin being 

24 Camping 
item 

25 French 
artist 

26 Derived 
from oil 


40 French 
explorer 

41 African 
country 

42 Certain 
laundry 
workers 

44 Fairytale 
creature 

47 Church 
sections 

48 Construc- 
tion beam 

49 — conten- 
dere 

50 Captain of 
the Pequod 

51 Scissors 
stroke 

52 Birthright 
seller 

53 M. Coty 

54 Certain 
planes 

56 Have 
reality 
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Africa ends 


Angolan campaign 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — South African 
haftlp troops Sunday completed a pull-out 
from Angola after a five-week foray as Pre- 
toria prepared for vital talks on healing rel- 
ations with another black neighbour, Moz- 
ambique. 


be held in Pretoria while other 
working groups are to meet in 
Maputo on economics, tourism 
and the sabotage-hit Cabora 
Bassa power plant built to supply 
electricity to South Africa. 


South Africa says a 2.UU0- 
strong combat group, sent deep 
into .Angola on Dec. 6 io pre-empt 
incursions into Namibia (South 
West .Africa; by black nationalist 
fighters, killed up to 500 gue- 
rrillas. Cubans and Angolans. 

Pretoria says it lost 21 soldiers. 

A South African Defence Force 
spokesman said the last troops 
crossed into Namibia early Sun- 
day. meeting a deadline set by Pre- 
toria last week after Angola told 
the United Nations the troops 
were not pulling back. 

The withdrawal marks the end 


of one of the most arduous and 
widespread campaigns in a 17- 
year bush war against guerrillas of 
the South West Africa People's 
Organisation (SWAPO) fighting 
for Namibian independence from 
South Africa. 


Political analysts believe the 
meetings could mark a turning 
point in relations between South 
Africa and Mozambique, which 
accuse each other of harbouring 
anti-government rebels. 


They added that a tacit accord 
was probably the best that could 
be achieved. 


After what Pretoria rates as a 
major military success, the focus 
switches -Monday to high-level 
talks between South Africa and 
Mozambique on improving rel- 
ations between the two 
ideologically-opposed neighbour 
countries. 

A key meeting on security will 


Pretoria says Mozambique sup- 
ports the African National Con- 
gress. which is committed to ove- 
rthrowing white rule in South Afr- 
ica. Maputo holds that South Afr- 
ica is helping the Mozambique 
Resistance Movement fight Pre- 
sident Saraora Madid's gov- 
ernment. 


Afghan army breaks through rebel blockade 


ISLAMABAD (Rl — The Afg- 
han army has broken through a 
guerrilla blockade of the strategic 
eastern town of LIrgun. sending in 
its first convoy by land since last 
summer, guerrilla sources said 
Sunday. 

A column of up to 20*1 vehicles 
brought two army units to the 
Urgun garrison, supplied pre- 
viously only by air. after snow and 
cold drove guerrillas from pos- 
itions guarding a land route to the 
town, said the sources in Pes- 
hawar. Pakistan near the border 
with Afghanistan. 


The army's arrival was a major 
reverse for local guerrillas, who 
began a siege of the eastern towns 
of Urgun. Khosi and Jaji last 
August to open up key rebel sup- 
ply lines from their bases in Pak- 
istan to targets in the interior of 
Afghanistan. 

The guerrillas failed to take the 
Khosr garrison but won control of 
Jaji during the campaign. 

The slow siege of Urgun app- 
eared to be turning in the gue- 
rrillas' favour only two weeks ago 
when reports reached Peshawar 
that they had taken over the air- 


strip. which was the garrison's 
only link with Kabul. 

The sources said the rebels app- 
arently took the airstrip but later 
retreated under heavy fire from 
Soviet and Afghan aircraft. 

They told Reuters the array 
units, from Kabul and Ghazni, arr- 
ived on Wednesday at Urgun. 

After the arrival of the two 
units. Soviet and Afghan aircraft, 
bombed guerrilla positions in the- 
surrounding mountains where 
many rebels have sheltered in 
caves to continue their siege thr- 
ough the winter. 


Former leader defends talks with Ershad 


DHAKA <R — Former Ban- 
gladesh President Khandker 
Mushtaque Ahmad, leader of a. 
12-partv rightist alliance. Sunday 
defended his decision to hold talks 
with military rulers as a right step 
towards restoring democracy. 


‘■Movement against military 
rule and negotiations with military 
rulers should continue sim- 
ultaneously to hasten the return to 
democracy and I find nothing 
wrong in it." he said in a sta- 
tement. 


His alliance is among 41 parties 
which accepted an invitation from 
President Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad for talks aimed at ending 
nearly two years of military rule. 

But Mr. Ahmad was criticised 
by two other alliances, headed by 


Sheikh Hasina Wazed and Begum 
Khaleda Zia. They boycotted the 
talks because Gen. Ershad rej- 
ected their demands including the 
withdrawal of his ban on political 
activity. 

Gen. Ershad allowed limited - 
political activity however before 
the talks started on Jan. 7. 

Hasina WazecTs 15-party all- 
iance said they could not join the 
talks without free political act- 
ivity. while Khaleda Zia’s seven- 
party grouping pressed for an end 
to military rule and the release of 
detained politicians. 

The talks, adjourned during 
Gen. Eishatfs absence in Mor- 
occo for the Islamic Summit, will 
resume as soon as he returns 
home, official sources said. 

He has heard the opinions of 


eight small parties about a tra- 
nsition to democracy. No agr- 
eement was reached. 


His aides have stepped up eff- 
orts to bring the two major all- 
iances to the negotiating table 
because they believe the talks will 
be unproductive without their par- 
ticipation. 


The alliances said they were not 
opposed to talks with the military 
rulers, but want them to create 
necessary conditions for a mea- 
ningful dialogue through acc- 
eptance of their demands. 

Gen. Ershad said he was hop- 
eful the talks would succeed. 

He proposed the negotiations 
after anti-government violence in 
November left six people killed 
and more than 500 injured. 


Reagan 
to propose 
aid plan to 
C. America 


WASHINGTON (AP.) — Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan said Sat- 
urday he would ask Congress to 
implement some of the Kissinger 
commission's recommendations 
to help improve the lives of Cen- 
tral Americans "so they can vote 
with ballots insteas of bullets.” 

Last Wednesday. Mr. Reagan 
received the report on Central 
America prepared by the bi- 
pan isan commission led by former 
Secretary of State Hemy A. Kis- 
singer. 

Mr. Reagan said during his 
weekly radio address Saturday the 
commission agreed with his adm- 
inistration that the crisis in Central 
America is serious and that imp- 
rovements must be made there in 
democratic institutions, living 
conditions and security against 
attack from both the right and left. 

The president said he would 
send a plan to Congress, based on 
the Kissinger commission's rep- 
ort to support the development of 
democratic institutions and “imp- 
rove the lives of our neighbours so 
they can vote with ballots instead 
of bullets.” 

He said that while the emphasis 
of his recommendations to Con- 
gress will be on humanitarian and 
economic aid. the U.S. gov- 
ernment also believes it is imp- 
ortant to prevent leftist guerrillas 
from overthrowing the elected 
government in El Salvador. 

The commission recommended 
an immediate increase in U.S. 
economic assistance. The adm- 


inistration's current request is 
8477 million for the seven cou- 
ntries of the region — Belize. 
Costa Rica. El Salvador. Gua- 
temala. Honduras. Nicaragua and 
Panama. The panel recommended 
increasing this by $4uu million this 
year. 

“ It is a magnificent report and it 
substantiates the positions that we 
have been taking down there.” 
Mr. Reagan said. 

“Because of limitations that 
have been imposed on us as to how 
much we can do in the line of hel- 
ping them (in El Salvador j, act- 
ually what we have been doing is 
leithem slowly bleed to death." he 
added. 

The president said there was a 
challenge to “eliminate what had 
been going on for hundreds of 
years, the economic and social dif- 
ferences that make them vul- 
nerable to this kind of takeover.” 
referring to the leftist efforts to 
overthrow the U.S.-backed gov- 
ernment. 

"But ... you can't have social 
reforms while you're having your 
head shot^off by guerrilla forces 
that are armed and supported by 
the Soviet Union and Cuba. And 
they confirmed that this is true.” 


Balkan countries to discuss nuclear-free zone 


ATHENS (R: — Delegates from 
four Balkan countries open talks 
here Monday on a plan to convert 
ihe Balkans into a nuclear-free 


zone. 

The delegates, from Bulgaria. 
Yugoslavia. Romania, and Gre- 
ece. will discuss a proposal by 
Greek Socialist Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou to remove 
all nuclear weapons from the pen- 
insula. 

Albania has refused to take part 
while Turkey has asked that the 
meeting be postponed For two 
weeks to give its delegation time 
to prepare for the talks. 

A Turkish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said in Ankara that 
Turkey would attend rhe meeting 
if it took place on Jan. 30. 

The spokesman said Turkish 
representatives could not com- 
plete their preparations for the 
meeting if Athens went ahead 


with the conference Monday. 

A government spokesman said 
Sunday that Prime Minister Pap- 
andreou would open the con- 
ference Monday as scheduled and 
the first item on the agenda would 
be the Turkish request. 

Immediately after his election 
in November I yRl. Prime Min- 
ister Papandreou promised that 
Greece, after the necessary con- 
sultations. would remove nuclear 
weapons from its soil. 

Greece and Turkey are the only 
countries in the region known to 
have nuclear arms as part of their 
commitment to the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO! of 
which both are members. 

The two countries are at odds 
over territorial rights and airspace 
control in the Aegean and the 
Cyprus issue and Greek military 
leaders may object to any plan 
which would give Turkey a nuc- 


lear advantage. 

Evanghelos Averoff, leader of 
the conservative New Democracy, 
the main opposition party, said a 
,nuclear : free zone in the Balkans 
would not provide any protection 
to the Balkan peoples, unless a 
wider nuclear-free zone in Europe 
and the Soviet Union were also 
created. 


lear attack. 

Late last month. Mr. Pap- 
andreou and Romanian President 
Nicolae Ceausescu jointly app- 
ealed to the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union to suspend the deployment 
of nuclear missiles in Europe and 
resume the Geneva talks for the 
reduction of medium -range mis- 
siles. 


He said Mr. Papandreou’s pro- 
posal was one-sided at the exp- 
ense of the West, as Greece and 
Turkey were the only countries in 
the Balkans with nuclear arms. 


The three Communist Balkan 
countries, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria 
and Romania, favour the idea of a 
nuclear-free zone but they are 
understood to doubt its pra- 
cticability unless they can obtain 
some guarantees from the two 
super- powers that the Balkans 
will not become a target of a nuc- 


Greece is pursuing an ind- 
ependent policy from its NATO 
allies on these issues although it is 
heavily dependent on the West for 
security safeguards in the Aegean, 
observers here said. 


They said the conference, at 
ambassadorial level, is expected to 
yield poor results, at least in its 
•initial stage, taking into con- 
sideration Greek-Turkish rel- 
ations and the reservations of the' 
three Communist countries. 
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Q. I — Both vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*A6 ?Q5 vK1054 +AQ874 
The bidding has proceeded; 
North East South West 

1 0 Pass 2 * Pass 

2 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

What action do you take? 


Q.2— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

+Q6 UQ952 0 J3 4AKI098 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 

1 0 Pass 2 * Pass 

2 0 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.3— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

4 A9865 CK742 +10654 

The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 

1 9 Pass 1 ♦ Pass 

2 0 Pass ? 


Q.4— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

+KQJ872 VK95 0 762 +5 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 + Pass 

1 NT Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.5— As South, vulnerable, 
you hold: 

+ KQJ872*<?762 OK105 +5 
The bidding has proceeded: 
North East South West 
1 0 Pass 1 + 

1 NT Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.6— Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦ K10765 vKQJ6 0AJ6 +6 
Partner opens the bidding 
W]th one heart. What do you 
respond? 


2 Solidarity advisers detained 


WARSAW, Poland (A.P.J — At 
least two advisers to the now- 
outlawed Solidarity labour fed- 
eration were detained Saturday on 
unspecified charges, opposition 
sources said, adding that the total 
number of those taken into cus- 
tody this week may run as high as 
60. 

Bronislaw Geremek, a his- 
torian. and Jadwiga Staniszkis. a 
Warsaw University -sociologist, 
who were instrumental in the 
emergence of Solidarity in the nat- 
ionwide strikes of Aug, 1 9. were 
detained Saturday morning, the 
sources said. 

Relatives of Mrs. Staniszkis said 
she was released Saturday night. 
Mr. Geremek’s wife declined to 
discuss the case. 

Under Polish law. authorites 
may detain people for up to 48 
hours without making a formal 
arrest. 

On Wednesday, police detained 
another Solidarity adviser. Tad- 
eusz Mazowiecki. He was released 
Thursday after intervention by 
senior Roman Catholic clerics, 
sources said. 

Two separate sources said that 
up to 60 intellectuals in the sou- 


thwestern city of Wroclaw were 
detained briefly this week in con- 
nection with a letter they rep- 
ortedly sent to parliament seeking 
the release of 11 top Solidarity 
leaders and advisers awaiting trial 
on sedition charges. 


The 11 include Jacek Kuron, 
Adam Michnik. Andrezej Gwi- 
azda. Jan Rulewski and Karol 
Modezelewski, all prominent Sol- 
idarity figures. 

Cardinal Jozef Glemp. Poland's 
Roman Catholic Primate, uns- 
uccessfully pressed Polish leader 
Gen. Wojciech Jaruzelski to rel- 
ease the 1 1 during a meeting on 
Jan. 5, a source dose to the church 
said. 


U.S. officials have said that fre- 
edom for the II is a key in lifting 
the Western economic sanctions 
applied in response to the Dec- 
ember 1981 martial law dec- 
laration which suspended Sol- 
idarity. 

The second-ranking cleric in the 
national church hierarchy. Arc- 
hbishop Bronislaw Dabrowski, 
pursued the issue in a three-hour 
meeting with the head of Poland's 
security forces, the source said. 


NATO to present 6-point plan 


to cut war risks in Europe 


NEW YORK (R) — A six-point 
proposal on ways to reduce the- 
risk of war in Europe will be pre- 
sented to the Soviet Bloc next 
week by the United States and hs 
NATO allies, the New York 
Times reported Sunday. 

It quoted State Department off- 
icials as saying the proposal would 
be presented at the 35-nation 
Conference on Disarmament in 
Europe (CDE) that begins in Sto- 
ckholm on Monday. 

The proposal contains what a 
U.S. official called “nuts and 
bolts” ideas for measures to avoid 
miscalculations and surprise att- 
ack in Europe, the newspaper 
said. 

It said a State Department off- 
icial provided this outline of the 
six-point, proposal: 

— An exchange of information 
on military units stationed any- 
where between the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Ural Mountains. 

— Advance notificarion of all 
manoeuvres of “military sig- 


nificance." 

— Notification whenever tro- 
ops leave their regular garrison 
area. 

— Military’ observers to be all- 
owed at any’exercise that is to be 
reported in advance. 

— Verification, monitoring and 
compliance to insure notification 
requirements are being followed. 

— The improvement of com- 
munications among countries to 
help to manage crises. 


Shohz heads for Europe 


WASHINGTON (A.P.j — Uni- 
ted States Secretary of State Geo- 
rge P. Shultz was heading for Eur- 
ope on Saturday and a pivotal 
meeting with Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister Andrei A. Gromyko coi- 
nciding with a 35-nation con- 
ference to reduce East- West ten- 


sions. 

Mr. Shuhz was carrying hopes 
for a thaw in the icy relations bet- 
ween the two superpowers and a 


resumption of stalled negotiations 
to reverse the nuclear weapons 
race. He vowed he would app- 
roach Mr. Gromyko “in a con- 
structive spirit" when they meet 
Wednesday in Stockholm. Swe- 
den. 

But Mr. Shultz was leaving beh- 
ind an administration report app- 
roved by President Ronald Rea- 
gan and to be sent to Congress 
within the week that contends the 
Soviets have violated at least three 
arms agreements and most likely 
ran afoul of others. 

“This is not an issue that can be 
easily swept under the rug.” said a 
senior U.S. official who insisted on 
anonymity. 

The administration publicised 
three days of technical U.S.- 
Soviet taiks on modernising the 
so-called “hotline” -between the 
two capitals, and officials said Mr. 
Shultz was prepared to discuss a 
wide range of issues, including the 
impasse in arms talks. 


U.S. Democrats to stage 1st campaign debate 


HANOVER. New Hampshire 
( Rl — All the candidates for the 
Democratic nomination gathered 
in this New England University 
town Sunday for a head-on clash 
in the first formal debate of the 
1984 U.S. presidential election 
campaign- 

While the governing Rep- 
ublicans have two weeks to wait 
for President Reagan’s Jan. 29 
announcement on whether he will 
run again, the opposition Dem- 
ocrats are off and running in pre- 
paration for primary elections that 
start late next month. 

All eight Democratic con- 
tenders are expected to take part 
in Sunday’s televised three-hour 
debate at Dartmouth College., in 


the state that will hold the first 
primary on Feb. 28. 

The event offers a chance for 
the other Democrats to gang up on 
the front-runner. ex-Vice Pre- 
sident Walter Mondale, and for 
such rivals as black leader Jesse 
Jackson and ex-Astronaui John 
Glenn of Ohio to show their mer- 
tle. 

“This debate gives us an opp- 
ortunity to be viewed nationwide 
and to be compared with the other 
candidates.” said Rev. Jackson's 
Campaign Manager Arnold Pin- 
kney. 

Using a sports metaphor, he 
added: “ If this is the first game of 
the play-offs, the Reverend Jac- 
kson is ready to play.” 


Mr. Mondale aides said they 
expected the other candidates, led 
by the second- running Senator 
- Glenn, to snipe away at his liberal 
■ record and to claim he is a captive 
of such special interest groups as 
organised labour. 

In one recent presidential pre- 
ference poll, taken the day Rev. 
Jackson freed U.S. Navy Lie- 
utenant Robert Goodman from 
captivity in Syria. Mr. Mondale 
had 4/» per cent support. Mr. 
Glenn. 22 per cent and Rev. Jac- 
kson. 12 per cent, with the rest 
scattered. 

The debate was scheduled to 
run from 3-6 p.m. (2000-2300 
GMTi and to be shown live on the 
public television network. 


Conference highlights Western disagreements 


BRUSSELS (Rl — Rec- 
rimination between the U.S. and 
its European allies boiled over at a 
high-calibre conference entitled 
the Future of NATO and Global 
Security which ended here Sun- 
day. 

“Every one of us knew the real 
title was ‘Atlantic disagreement 
— arid by God you got it.” former 
French Foreign Minister Jean 
Francois-Poncet said in a final 


summary. 

Bitter exchanges at the three- 
day forum of senior politicians and 
academics were highlighted in 
speeches by former U.S. Sec- 
retaries of State and Defence. 
Henry Kissinger and James Sch- 
lesinger. and former West Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Schmidt. 

Mr. Kissinger voiced American 
alarm at perceived neutralist ten- 
dencies in Western Europe, acc- 
using Washington’s allies of tre- 
ating new U.S. nuclear arms on 
their continent like an unwanted 
guest. . , 

Mr. Schmidt poured out Eur- 
opean frustration at Washington’s 
changing moods towards the Sov- 
iet Union and selfish economic 


policies, leading Mr. Schlesiager 
to assail “European ingratitude” 
towards NATO’s American pro- 
tectors. 

The conference, organised by 
the Centre for Strategic and Int- 
ernational Studies of Was- 
hington's Georgetown University, 
was often more revealing in tone 
than in content. 

“The language of Transatlantic 
recrimination has never been so 
harsh," one participant said glo- 
omily. 


Mr. Kissinger said that if West 
European leaders did not stand up 
for NATO policies, “they will only 
have themselves to blame when 
they are engulfed by creeping pac- 
ifism and neutralism. 


“ It is time for our European all- 
ies to abandoa the charade that 
their principal foreign policy goal 
is to moderate an intransigent 
America — a role more app- 
ropriate for neutrals, than allies." 
he added. 


Delegates agreed in broad 
terms on the need for improved 
dialogue with the Soviet Union, 
better consultation within NATO, 
a strengthening of its non-nuclear 
forces and efforts to win back pub- 
lic support for Western defence 
policies. 


But they differed widely on how 
to achieve these goals. 

Mr. Schlesinger accused the 
West Europeans of taking Eur- 
opean security less seriously than 
the United States did and spoke of 
an unprecedented degree of mut- 
ual disenchantment on both sides 
of the Atlantic. 


Mr. Schmidt said U.S. beh- 
aviour towards the Soviet Union 
had been “self-contradictory” 
since 1976. It had taken President 
Reagan three years to abandoa 
“the ideological right" just as Pre- 
sident Jimmy Carter took three 
years to abandon the left. 

Mr. Schlesinger singled out 
West Germany’s defence con- 
tribution for particular cricitism. 
Though its gross national product 
was half that of the Soviet Union, 
Bonn's total defence effort amo- 
unted to just three per cent of est- 
imated Soviet military spending 
and was declining in real terms, he 
said. 


USIA director’s taping stirs furore 


By Bruce Russell 

Reuxer 


WASHINGTON — Charles 
Wick, controversial director of the 
United States Information Age- 
ncy (USIA I. has become the focus 
of a furore over revelations that he 
secretly tape-recorded some of his 
telephone conversations. 

Although far less serious than 
the Watergate scandal that bro- 
ught down Richard Nixon 10 
years ago. the Wick case is proving 
a nagging source of emb- 
arrassment to the Reagan adm- 
inistration. 

In a recent interview with the 
New York Times, Mr. Wick first 
denied that he had ever recorded 
calls without asking the callePs 
permission, but later amended 
that statement to say he might not 
always have remembered to seek 
permission first. 

The Times has since printed one 
of the transcripts, a conversation 
with White House Chief of Staff 
James Baker, who says he was. 
taped without being consulted. 

Mr. Wick, who was in Florida at 
the time, asked Baker during the 
call to arrange for President Rea- 
gan to attend a meeting of news 
media magnates, including Aus- 
tralian Publisher Rupert Murdoch 
and Britain’s Sir James Gol- 
dsmith. 

Under Florida state law it is a 
crime to record a telephone con- 
versation without the consent of 
both parties. The maximum pun- 
ishment is Five years in prison and 
a $5,000 fine, 

Florida authorities say the law 
was passed to help people who felt 
aggrieved by secret taping and 
they are unsure how the state law 
applies to out-of-state telephone 
calls. 

“We’ll find out if (Baker) may 
be aggrieved,” says David Blu- 


dworth. state attoney for Palm 
Beach county, where Mr. Wick 
made his telephone call last 
March. 

A Senate subcommittee is int- 
erviewing members of Mr. Wick’s 
staff to find out more about the 
tapings. 

In addition, a government wat- 
chdog body, the General Services 
Administration (GSA). is inv- 
estigating whether the taping vio- 
lated federal government reg- 
ulations. 

The White House says the con- 
tinuing controversy is unlikely to 
cause the president to demand the 
resignation of his longtime friend 
from the information agency, 
which oversees the U.S. bro- 
adcasting service, the Voice Of 
■ America (VOA). 

' “I don’t look for it." says White 
House Spokesman Larey Spekaes. 

Mr. Wick. 66. a dapper, ene- 
rgetic Californian who was once a 
band-leader, came to the USIA 
job after serving as a major fun- 
draiser for Mr; Reagan’s 1 980 ele- 
ct ion campaign and organising the 
lavish Reagan inaugural cel- 
ebrations. 

, He swept into the con- 
servatively administered agency 
with the flair of a Hollywood imp- 
resario. determined to stir things 
up and get results. 

Mr. Wick succeeded in getting 
the agency's budget doubled, 
moved it into- modem hea- 
dquarters, and obtained money to 
buy new broadcasting equipment 
for the VOA. 

But his brash Californian way of 
speaking his mind and doing 
things in high style sometimes 
embroiled him in controversy. 

He raised eyebrows recently 
when he lold reporters he believed 
that British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher opposed the U.S.- 
led invasion of Grenada because 


she is a woman. 

His response to the polish mar- 
tial law crisis was to produce a tel- 
evision extravaganza called “Let 
Poland be Poland," which inc- 
luded Frank Sinatra singing in Pol- 
ish and stirred criticism in Eur- 


ope. 


A high French official said of 
the programme: “It is pure show 
business and demeans the whole 
idea of showing Solidarity with the 
Polish people." 

But Mr. Wick defended the 
show and said that later reviews, 
after European ' audiences had 
,seen the show, were favourable. 

He stirred criticism at home by 
installing a <532,000 security sys- 
tem at his Washington home at 
taxpayer expense (he later'repaid 
much ot the money) and by often 
flying around the world on exp- 
ensive trips. 

His desire to ensure that the 
conservative Reagan adm- 
inistration’s position on int- 
ernational issues was dis- 
seminated abroad stirTed anxiety 
among VO A staff members anx- 
ious to preserve the impartiality of 
their news broadcasts. 

Mr. Wick responded by res- 
tricting commentary supporting 
the administration’s policies to 
certain identified opinion seg- 
ments in the broadcasts and lea- 
ving the news policies unchanged. 

After the New York Times obt- 
ained some of the Mr, Wick tra- 
nscripts and broke the story, Mr. 
Wick issued a statement saying: 

“ I often advised the caller that I 
was recording the conversation or 
a portion of it, but in haste I did 
not do this consistently. I may 
have been insufficiently sensitive 
to concerns some- may have about 
the practice of recording tel- 
ephone conversations. Acc- 
ordingly I discontinued the pra- 
ctice." 



An ^ear for an ear 


TEHRAN (Rl — A man who cui 
off another man’s ear in a brawl in 
Iran has had one of his own ears 
severed as a penalty underlslamic 
law. a Tehran newspaper reported; 
Saturday. The afternoon daily 
Ettela’at also said a man was han- 
ged in public this week for sta- 
bbing another man to death. The 
paper said the ear was severed in 
the holy city of Qom and the pub- 
lic hanging was in the main square 
of the town of Zanjan. Iranian 
authorities, a doctor and the vic- 
tim of the assault were present in 
Qom when the convict had his ear 
cut off. the paper said. 


Drama critic dies 


HUNTSVILLE. Alabama (Rl — 
Brooks Atkinson, one of Ame- 
rica’s most influential drama cri- 
tics for more than 30 years, died 
Friday night after a long bout with 
pneumonia, a hospital spokesman 
said Saturday. He was 89. Mr. 
Atkinson, as drama critic for the 
New York Times from 1925 to 
1960. chronicled the rise of a ser- 
ious era in American theatre that 
included the plays of Eugene. 
O’ Neill. Elmer Rice. Arthur Mil- 
ler and Tennessee Williams. His 
years as drama critic were int- 
errupted in the 1940s when he 
became a foreign correspondent 
for four years. Mr. Aikinson rep- 
orted for two years in China and in 
1945 was sent to Moscow. He won 
the Pulitzer Prize in Journalism 
for a series of articles he wrote on 
life in Moscow. 


British police 
hold valuable statue 


LONDON (R; — Police are hol- 
ding a valuable 11th century 
Hindu statue while India and a 
Canadian oil magnate contest its 
ownership, the Observer new- 
spaper reported Sunday. The Ind- 
ian government believed the dan- 
cinc figure of the Hindu God 
Shiva and worth '£150.000 
(S210.U00; was stolen from a 
temple in the south of the country 
and had issued a writ for its retimu 
the Observer said. No date for the 
hearing had been set. The Bumper 
Development Corporation of 
Canada, whose jnillionaire Cha-- 
irraan Robert Bordon bought the 
statue from a London dealer in 
1981. denied the statue had been 
stolen mid had filed a similar suit 
the report said. A Scotland Yard 
spokesman confirmed police were 
holding the statue but would not 
elaborate. 


Man, daughter die 
in Sahara desert 


PARIS f R) — A frenchman and 
his daughter, reported missing for 
over two weeks in the Sahara des- 
ert. have been found dead and his 
wife and another daughter are ser- 
iously ilL the Algerian News Age- 
ncy APS reported Friday. The 
dead man was named as Gaston 
Barreau. The other memberc of 
the family were not named. The 
family, travelling in a small car, 
left the oasis of in Salah on Dec. 23 
and were discovered early Friday 
40(1 kilometres east of Tam- 
anrasset. near the border with 
Mali. APS said. “Once again the 
imprudence of tourists adv- 
enturing themselves in the desert 
without taking the usual pre- 
cautions they have been told to 
observe is to be regretted.” APS 
added. 


Jury awards 
S 225, 000 in damages 


JOPLIN. Missouri (A.P.J — A 
federal jury Friday awarded Chr- 
istine Craft $225,000 damages on 
her claim that a television station’s 
management made fraudulent 
promises when hiring her to be a 
news anchorwoman. The ruling 
came in the retrial of her lawsuit 
against Metromedia Inc., former 
owner of station KMBC-TV. In 
the first trial a jury awarded her 
$500,000. But that verdict was 
thrown out by a judge. Ms. Craft, 
39, claimed she accepted the 
co-anchor job at the station after 
the managers told her they were 
interested in her journalism skills- 
After she was hired, the man- 
agement spent much of their enc-. 
rgy criticising her appearance, she 
alleged. The award Friday was for 
actual damages, or the money Ms- 
Craft was due for lost income. The 
juiy still must decide how much. If 
any, punitive damages Msr. Craft 
should receive.- - The seven- 
woman, five-man jury, heard -the. 
case before U.S. District Judge 
Joseph F. Stevens, who- had ove- 
rturned a fraud ruling in her fav- 
our in the original trial in.Kansas 
City. Ms. -Craft said she had made 
it clear she was not .interested in. 
the job if her appearance had to 
change. - 
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